THE JOHN MILLS GOODLOE HOUSE
By: Lawrence J. Fleenor, Jr.
Copyright and All Rights Reserved
Big Stone Gap, Virginia
July 2019
The house of John Mills Goodloe at West Second St. and Shawnee Ave. was
begun in 1888 and completed two years later. It sits enthroned on top of Poplar Hill
among other domestic monuments to the founding families of the Town of Big Stone
Gap and the associated coal communities. It is the last surviving tangible artifact of
one of the community’s founding families, that of the brothers John Mills, Edward
Everette, and William Tavenor Goodloe.
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The Goodloe brothers were the sons of Tavenor Wynn Goodloe and wife
Mary Jane Mills. (1, 3, 20, 21) The family was among the First Families of Virginia, with
the landing of George Goodloe in Rappahannock Co., Virginia in 1655, having come
from Lancashire, England.(2, 4) Tavenor Wynn Goodloe was a brother to James
Robert Goodloe, the builder of Afton House (built in 1869). James Robert Goodloe’s
wife was Molly.
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Ann Winn married John Haskins Goodloe, and they moved to their new home
in Albemarle Co. Virginia. John died early, and Ann bought 115 acres in Afton, and
named the place Locust Dale. Any connection to the community of the same name in
Madison County is not established. James Robert was their son. Ann’s father’s first
name was Tavenor, and the obvious source of that name among the Goodloe
descendants. In total John and Ann had seven sons and four daughters. We know
that John Mills, Edward Everette, and William Tavenor Goodloe came from Afton.
William Tavenor considered it to be “home”, and he is buried in the Hebron Baptist
Church Cemetery at Afton along with James Robert and about a dozen other
Goodloes.(5, 3, 6, 7 ) A William Tavenor Goodloe owned a plantation at Afton named
Locust Dale (built before the Civil War), and which is said to have contained
hundreds of acres.(1) The 1880 census lists Wm. T. Goodloe as a ‘farm manager’.
Taken together, this data shows the Goodloes of Big Stone Gap to have been the
grandsons of John and Ann Goodloe, and the son of Tavenor Wynn and Mary Jane
Winn Goodloe.
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The Goodloes were large slave owners, but had a distaste for slavery itself.
Their slaves considered them to have been “unusually good to their slaves.” One of
them later noted that “Goodloe’s children risked their safety by supporting the
Union in the middle of the Confederate South”. In fact, the family split over the Civil
War. Their son, Addison, joined the Confederate Army. Benton hired a substitute
for himself to serve in the Confederate Army. However, all the other sons were
prounion. Tavenor moved to Baltimore to avoid the Confederate Army. James was
prosecuted for his prounion views. Judson was arrested twice during the war, was
forced to join the Confederate Army, deserted the night of his induction, and went to
West Virginia. This schism in the Goodloe family may explain the absence of a
comprehensive genealogy on-line. It certainly explains why the Goodloes of Big
Stone Gap were hard core Republicans.
Ann leased some of her slaves to the contractors who built the Afton Railroad
Tunnel, designed by the Commonwealth’s most famous engineer, Claudius Crozet.
General Armstrong Custer used Locust Dale as a headquarters during the war, and
took considerable food and live stock from them.(8,9)
Afton is a magical place. Sitting on the eastern lip of Rockfish Gap in the Blue
Ridge on the road between Waynesboro and Charlottesville, it is near the juncture of
Albemarle, Nelson, and Augusta Counties. The current Blue Ridge Parkway
overshadows it. Crozet’s tunnel was considered to have been one of the ten
engineering wonders of the 19th Century, and Virginians were very proud of it.
Virginia’s gentry could flee the city in the comfort of the railroad, experience ‘their’
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tunnel, and renew their spirits at the Afton House. The house was a four story
wooden structure, affording a world class view of the Piedmont, and horseback and
sulky riding. The environment must have provided for a wonderful childhood for
the future Goodloes of Big Stone Gap.
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In the spring of 1889 John Mills (commonly called ‘Jack’) came to seek his
fortune in Big Stone Gap. He was soon followed by Edward (Ed) Everette and
William (Will) Tavenor.(10, 1)
Their business ventures developed with dizzying rapidity. The first was a
mercantile company they called Goodloe Brothers. They sold everything from
clothing, furniture, and even Studebaker wagons. The store was first located on the
west side of 5th Street more or less across from the more recent bus depot, at a site
later occupied by the Wren Ford Dealership, Mooney’s Auto Parts, Rose’s Hardware,
and lastly by Dotson’s Auto Parts. This building was destroyed by the fire of 1908
that consumed much of downtown Big Stone Gap. They relocated to the first
Federal Building that still stands at the south-eastern corner of Wood Ave. and E. 4th
N St. In short order other business ventures are documented as below:
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They manufactured “Three Brother’s Cigars” in Big Stone Gap, and had a
tanning extract plant near the present sewage disposal plant in Cadet.
They had sawmills in Olinger, Crab Orchard (present Keokee), Inman, and
Duffield. This led to a planning mill that was located at the end of 23rd St., and which
was associated with a furniture factory that made simple but sturdy hardwood
bedroom suits and other furniture.
They bought timber and coal land in Virginia and in Kentucky for as little as
twenty-five cents as acre. This led to their involvement in coal mines in both states.
Probably the largest such operation was their “Crest Coal Company” which set up a
timber harvesting operation and coal mines that was located along the Virginia and
Southwestern Railroad track between Exeter and Keokee, at the top of Crest Hill on
the Lee Co. / Wise Co. line. It was named ‘Goodloe’ after them.
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They formed the Cumberland Traction Company, whose goal was to build a
railroad between Big Stone Gap and Norton.
Will became postmaster of the first and most important coal camp of the
Virginia Coal and Iron Company, Stonega. Jack was postmaster at Big Stone Gap.
They had stock in two banks, hobnobbing with Big Stone Gap’s wealthiest
and most influential people. One was the Bank of Big Stone Gap, which was the first
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bank in Wise County. Co-investors were Rufus Ayers,
Rogers Clark Ballard Thruston, Horace Fox, and J. F. Bullitt.
Another was The Appalachia Bank, among whose investors
was again J. F. Bullitt.
Jack
Goodloe

They were part owners of the Big Stone Gap
Improvement Company, which laid out the plat and sold off
lots for the Town of Big Stone Gap. As such they became
involved a suit with the Imboden Brothers and other
nationally known investors.(1, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16)
Jack entered politics. They were close associates of
C. Bascom Slemp, who pretty well ran the Republican Party
in the South. In 1915 Jack defeated incumbent John H. Calton for a seat in the
Virginia State Senate, representing the Commonwealth’s 2nd District.(17)
They were fully engaged in the social life of the town. Plays, talent shows,
and musical events were common. In 1889 the three Goodloes were members of a
ten piece band in Big Stone Gap.(10) In 1892 a “grand Masque Ball” was held at the
Intermont Hotel. “The Big Stone Gap Orchestra performed in the ballroom.
“Goodloe” performed as a clown. Among the attendees were Mr. and Mrs. John
Goodloe.”(3)
Each of the three brothers owned mansions in Big Stone Gap. Edward
Everette in about 1909 bought a rebuilt house that had been built originally in 1890
by H. L. Moore, but which had been destroyed by fire. It was located at the corner of
E. First St. and Cherokee Ave., on Poplar Hill. It was a 13 room, three story plus a
basement structure. In 1986 the house burned a second time, and was completely
destroyed.
William Tavenor bought a new, unlived in, house built at about 1900 by Josh
Mullins at the corner of Shawnee Ave. and E. 2nd St. . After the Goodloes died the
house was lived in by Campbell Edmonds, the nephew of C. Bascom Slemp. The
house has sense been torn down.
John Mills started his home at the corner of W. 2nd St and Shawnee Ave. in
1888, it being completed in 1890. It is on Poplar Hill, behind the Ayers’ Mansion
(now the Southwest Virginia Museum). The bricks were made on the site. The
house is an exhibit of the very best of hardwood workings, with extensive
wainscoting and door and window facings. The wood was the very best obtained
from the brother’s forestry program, and planning mill, consisting of white oak,
black walnut, and wild cherry. This last lumber today has been mistakenly called
‘mahogany’, because it was called ‘American mahogany’ by the people of the era in
which it was built. In fact, it can be finished to look very similar to mahogany. The
machining on the lumber is very similar to that used in the Ayers’ Mansion, and
likely represents the workmanship of the same artisans. Pocket doors slide neatly
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into the walls. There was a classroom for the children, and a room for a nanny in the
basement. There was a servant’s quarters in the back of the lot.
In 1966 the house was sold to the family of Anthony Trigiani. The author,
Adriana Trigiani, grew up in the house.

(18)
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The home of John Mills Goodloe is the last physical structure or corporate
entity left in Big Stone Gap to remind us of the presence of these three brothers from
Afton. However, in 1999 the descendants of that family combined to give to
Mountain Empire Community College much of what was left of the Goodloe fortune
as an endowment of “The Goodloe Brother’s Educational Endowment Fund and the
Goodloe Cultural and Humanities Fund.” In acknowledgement of this gift the college
named its multipurpose auditorium “The Goodloe Center”.(1, 19)
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