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THIS ESSAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TO BE AN ADDENDUM TO MY BOOK BENGE! 

AND MY ESSAY ON “THE NORTH FORK OF THE HOLSTON MEETING HOUSE” 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/THE_NORTH_FORK_MEETING_HOUSE.pdf 

 
 Mongle Spring is located on the North Fork of the Holston on State #611 about two miles 
upstream from Holston at a longitude/latitude of -82.0757 / 36.7752.  Its first settler of record 
was Jacob Mongle, who was of German descent, and was born in either Pennsylvania or 
Maryland.  The North Fork of the Holston was primarily a German community, and was centered 
around the major river crossing at Buffalo Ford a couple on miles downstream from the 
community of Holston, which is where US 19 crosses the North Fork.  His mother’s maiden name 
had been Gobble, a surname which is perhaps best remembered in Washington County from the 
high end men’s clothing store named Remine-Gobble that stood on State Street in Bristol next to 
H. P. King’s Department store in the mid twentieth century.  The major center of gravity for the 
larger North Fork community was the church at Buffalo Ford / Alum Wells, also called the ‘North 
Fork Meeting House’. 
 
 The surname Mongle is otherwise noted in Washington County history because of the 
death of Frederick Mongle, whose relationship to Jacob is unknown.  As a result of the Great 
Cherokee War of 1776 Black’s Fort at Abingdon was filled with refugees, and was besieged by the 
Cherokee for the last half of that summer.  Anyone who ventured out from the fort was killed.  
Such was the case of Frederick, who was standing guard over two men and three women who 
were pulling flax outside the fort.  Mongle was standing guard over the flax workers when Indians 
wounded and scalped him.  The flax workers made it back to the fort.  Mongle later died of his 
wounds, and was buried in the Sinking Spring Cemetery in Abingdon. 
 
 The list of militiamen in Capt. Evan Shelby’s company who fought at Point Pleasant in 
1774 include the names of Frederick Mongle, Abram Newland, David Mongle, and Isaac Newland, 
all of which are part of the story of Mongle Spring. 
 
 The Rev. Abraham Newland was born in Germany, and was brought over to America by 
his parents, John Newland and Elizabeth Linder.  They settled at Buffalo Ford between the mouth 
of Smith Creek and Alum Wells in Washington County, Virginia.  There are two Linder Cemeteries 
at the mouth of Smith Creek.  A daughter of that extended family, Sarah (daughter of Jerick 
Anthony Linder, whose relationship to Elizabeth Linder Newland is unknown,) married Michael 
Fleenor, who was the donor of the land for the North Fork Meeting House property.  She had two 
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sisters who married Gobbles.  For a while Michael and wife lived at the North Fork Church 
(Meeting House), but as the Linder family died or moved away, they relocated to Mongle Springs, 
about a half dozen miles or so up the North Fork of the Holston River.  Michael is buried there.  
Abraham Newland had founded the North Fork Church, but a Lutheran minister named John 
Frost joined that community after having ministered at the Lutheran Church that was located 
within the Fleenor settlement located near Fleenor Spring at the head of what is now known as 
Clear Creek. 
 
 As a part of the American Revolution there was major fighting between the local militia 
and the Cherokee.  There were multiple campaigns and counter campaigns back and forth 
between the rebel settlers of the Holston, Clinch, and Powell Rivers on the one hand; and the 
Cherokee and their Tory allies who lived on the western side of the Smokes between the French 
Broad River and the Little Tennessee River on the other.  The major leaders of the Cherokee in 
their Virginia attacks were Chief Bob Benge, who was partially raised in Clinch Valley, and his 
uncle Man Killer, also named Double Head.  The fighting became one of genocide on both sides.  
Benge’s home town Toqua in East Tennessee was burned to the ground in 1780, and his uncles, 
who were leaders in the fighting, were killed in the continued warfare.  He began a campaign of 
targeting the leaders of the Holston Militia who had led the fighting and destruction in Cherokee 
country, and of attacking their families.  He knew who they were, and where they lived. 
 
 Benge’s last raid into Southwest Virginia is a perfect example of his targeting the officers 
of the Holston Militia and their families.  Specifically, he targeted the families of the two 
Livingston brothers, Peter and Henry (Harry) near Mendota, and the Fulkerson family of Hiltons.  
Abraham and James Fulkerson lived at Hiltons, Virginia.  Abraham had both a brother and a son 
named ‘James’, and we do not know which one was involved in this story.  James was a Major of 
the 2nd Battalion, 70th Regiment, of the Holston Militia.  He has fought at King’s Mountain, as had 
Abraham.  Five of his sons were either already officers in the Militia, or were soon to become so.  
They could not have avoided having been in the campaigns in against the Cherokee.  It should be 
noted that both of these homesteads were down river from Mongle Spring.  Benge bypassed 
numerous other homesteads on this foray, but bothered no one other than the Livingstons and 
Fulkersons.  They were targeted ‘hits’. 
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 Further existing records will help flesh out the lives of this related community of Newlands 
and Linders who lived on the North Fork of the Holston River.  John was the brother of Isaac 
Newland, who were the sons on Abraham and Elizabeth.  John had lived in the New River Valley 
west of the Austinville Lead mines.  He owned ‘mines’, which likely were iron ore mines, as they 
were on Cripple Creek, which was a center of that activity.  There is a record that “John Newland 
produced a certificate for 300 pounds of neat winter rotted hemp and having made oath thereto 
according to law he is ordered to be certified to his Excellency the Governor.”  Hemp was a major 
crop in Virginia and in Kentucky.  George Washington was a major producer.  Like flax and 
dogbane, the mature stalks were immersed in stagnant water over the winter and the flesh of 
the stalk allowed to rot off, and then the remaining fiber was ‘broken’ and hackled and spun into 
rope.  It is interesting that the government regulated its growth, and required a tax stamp.   
 

John Newland was a prominent enough citizen that in 1778 he was appointed 
commissioner to lay out the road from his house to the Lead Mines.  In 1782 the Montgomery 
Co. court awarded John eight pounds sterling for personal provisions consumed when he was on 
militia duty with General Green, and where he fought in the Battle of Guilford Court House under 
Capt. Evan Shelby.  In 1781 Isaac was promoted to Ensign in the Washington County Militia.  In 
1783 he was appointed road commissioner to lay out the road between Capt. Trimble’s to Little 
Moccasin Gap.  In 1786 Isaac sold land located within the Fleenor Settlement on Meadow Creek 
(now Clear Creek) where Michael Fleenor lived at the time.  He was given a settlement right land 
warrant in 1785 for having discharged duties for “adjusting the titles to unpatented lands in 
Washington and Montgomery Counties”. 
 
 This tract of land (Virginia Land Office O-276) was granted March 20, 1785.  It was for 180 
acres at Mongle Spring.  It was laid out in such a way that it lay along the road and river, included 
access to the spring at Mongle’s, and a tract of bottom land on the south side of the river.  There 
is a ford there that connects the western end of the tract with the road.  Doubtlessly his house 
was at the eastern end of the recent Mongle Spring Resort located at the spring. 
 
 In June 1790 unidentified ‘Indians’ came in from the Rockcastle River of eastern Kentucky 
and raided Mongle Spring.  They did not stop to attack any other settlements.  These Indians 
were very likely affiliated with Double Head (Man Killer) and his nephew, Bob Benge.  Double 
Head had a habitual hideout under a rock ledge on the Rockcastle, which he used as a base of 
operations for his raids in Eastern Kentucky and against Nashville, Tennessee.  Benge specialized 
in raiding the Clinch and North Fork of the Holston River Valleys in Virginia.  These raids continued 
from 1777 to 1794.  Double Head and Benge commonly travelled together.  Both the Linder and 
Newland families had members who lived in Eastern Kentucky.  Michael Fleenor’s older brother, 
Adam, was skinned alive at Dripping Spring near Bowling Green Kentucky because a member of 
their hunting party had murdered an Indian woman there.  The names of the other members of 
this party are not know, but those parties customarily consisted of kinsmen and neighbors.  
Benge and Double Head in 1793 killed and ate a party of hunters at Dripping Spring.  Double Head 
and Benge were vengeful killers, and hunted down and killed family members of persons that 
had caused them grief.  It is otherwise strange that Indians would come directly from the 
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Rockcastle River to Mongle Spring without a compelling reason.  Perhaps, somewhere in this 
collection of random data may lie the explanation for this raid.  At any event, the home of Isaac 
Newland was raided, and his wife and infant were captured and the cabin burned.  It would seem 
to be likely that Isaac had been involved in some atrocity against the Indians.  The Indians fled up 
Little Moccasin Creek toward Little Moccasin Gap in Clinch Mountain, and were pursued by the 
Holston Militia.  When the militia caught up with the Indians, the wife and infant of Newland 
were murdered.  At this point, the militia dispatched runners, John Douglass and a man named 
Benham, to warn the forts at Castlewood of the presence of the Indians.  The Indians left a rear 
guard in the boulders and laurel thickets along the trail by the creek, and shot and killed Douglass.  
Benham saw the puff of smoke from the Indian’s rifle, and when the Indian poked his head up 
shot him.  The John Douglass Wayside on US 19 marks the spot where these events occurred. 
 
 The Fleenor family and Benge were to meet again.  In 1794 when Benge raided the 
plantation of Robert Todd Livingston downstream from Buffalo Ford, and carried off two of 
Livingston’s daughters-in-law, one of whom was the daughter of Nicholas Fleenor, the brother of 
Michael. 
 
 In the first half of the Twentieth Century Mongle Spring was the home of a resort of that 
name, and which consisted of separate cabins.  Bathing in the waters of Mongle Spring was 
considered to have been healthful.  By tradition a “ Roosevelt” was one of the guests.  This likely 
was Elliot, brother to Theodore, who lived in Abingdon.  These cabins still stand, but the grounds 
are an overgrown thicket. 
 

                                 EXISTING CABIN AT THE MONGLE SPRING RESORT 
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CAPTIONS FOR MAP OF ASSOCIATED 
MONGLE SPRING TRACTS 

 
A – George Gobble’s 50 acre tract at the mouth of Little Moccasin Creek, and under the present 
US 19 bridge.  It’s survey calls are too flawed to allow plotting. 
 
B – Isaac Newland’s 180 acre tract LO O-276 – site of the 1790 Benge raid. 
 
C – George Gobble’s 100 acre tract.  It was likely accessed from Rich Valley to its south, via 
Dickenson Hollow. 
 
D -. Jacob Mungle’s (Mongle) 50 acre tract, which located the joining original settlement tract of 
his, which was located along this tract’s southern line.   
 
E - The grant for Jacob Mungle’s settlement tract cannot be located in the Library of Virginia no 
matter what spelling variants are used.  This tract was the first upon this stretch of the North Fork 
of the Holston.  It could have been accessed by a ford from the road to its north, or from Rich 
Valley via Faith Hollow to its south. 
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