
 1 

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR IN VIRGINIA 
Copyright and All Rights Reserved 

Lawrence J. Fleenor, Jr. 
Big Stone Gap, Virginia 

August 7, 2020 
 

 We cannot agree on what to call it.  We cannot agree on its dates, nor do we appreciate 
the extent that Virginia was involved, and was permanently shaped by it.  It would be appropriate 
to address these issues in their larger context, and to explore all the events that led into it, and 
those that came out of it. 
 
 Americans call it The French and Indian War – dates 1754 to 1763.  The rest of the world, 
including Canada, Great Britain, and France, call it the Seven Years War – dates 1756 to 1763.  As 
far as the beginning date goes, the sluggishness of transatlantic communications in those days 
kept Europe unaware that something major was going on in North America for a couple of years.  
Indeed, this essay will put forward the thesis that the war began with the settlement of the first 
Europeans in North America.  Even that place and date is debated.  The date of its ending, which 
is used by everyone, is the date the European powers signed a peace treaty.  No one bothered to 
tell the North American Indians, who kept fighting for another half a century.  Let us tell the whole 
story, from its very beginning to the ultimate unwinding of its results.(1)  
 

 The Basques are a mysterious people who live on both sides of the Spanish / French 
border.  This is confusing to many people, and the Basques and their descendants often will just 
say that they are either ‘French’ or ‘Spanish’.  During the Dark Ages the Basques invented the art 
and industry of whale fishing.  They supplied the European need for whale oil for lighting, and 
the meat for other purposes.  It all started as a coastal fishery, but as the whales became scarcer 
and scarcer near the shore, the Basques learned how to pursue them far at sea.  The continental 
shelf connecting Europe with Britain was an excellent habitat for cod fish, and the Basques 
developed a major industry in this fishery.  As with whaling, they were so good at it that the cod 
began to decline.  The whales had a migratory pattern of cycling back and forth between the Bay 
of Biscay, which lies above the continental shelf connecting France with England, and the Grand 
Banks between Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, and extending to the north to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence between Newfoundland and Labrador.  The  Basques followed the migrating whales 
further and further to the west, and to their surprise they found themselves in the waters of 
North America at some undocumented date before Columbus.  The people of Newfoundland 
today are not at all bashful of telling the visitor that the Basques were there before Columbus 
sailed into the Caribbean.  There is significant circumstantial evidence to support this.  In his 1582 
History of Brittany Bertrand d’ Argentre stated that the Basques, Britons, and Normans reached 
Newfoundland before any other peoples.  In 1647 historian Etienne de Cleirac said the same 
thing.  People at the time these histories were written were unaware of the Viking landings in 
Newfoundland around the year 1000.   
 
 The circumstantial evidence to support this is that the European customers of the Basques 
would note that the Basque fishing fleet would disappear off into the western North Atlantic and 
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return a year later with their ships loaded with salt cod and whale oil.  While whale oil could be 
processed on ship, the cod could not.  They required months of air and salt drying on wooden 
racks.  The salt required was voluminous, and had to be obtained from boiling sea water.  The 
procurement of the large amounts of fire wood would take months before that.  In other words, 
salt cod required about a year’s labor on land.  The Basques were coy about the location of their 
secret new fishing hole, but they had, in fact, discovered the world’s best fishery, the Grand 
Banks.  John Cabot ‘discovered’ Newfoundland in 1497, and soon thereafter the presence of the 
Basques was noted in writing.  They seemed well habituated to the place.(2, 3, 4, 5) 
 

 The circumstances of the indigenous people of Newfoundland, the Algonquin Indian tribe 
named the Beotuk, that were the only native people living in Newfoundland at the time of the 
earliest written records, are informative.  They had made the crossing across the narrow strip of 
sea that separated Newfoundland from Labrador, where their kinsmen still lived.  They were few 
in number, were already interbred with Caucasians, and were dying rapidly, primarily of 
tuberculosis.  Indeed, the last of them died of this disease in historic times.  While there is no 
specific record of smallpox in the Labrador – Newfoundland region in this early era, it is 
impossible that it did not run the same course as it did among other native North American 
peoples.  It killed about 95% of the pure blooded Indian peoples(8).  The only Beotuks left are a 
few individuals of mixed blood living in Labrador.  All this circumstantial evidence taken together 
suggests that this process started with the land based Basque cod fishermen.(6) 
 

 It is interesting that the main port on the southwest of Newfoundland connecting the 
island to Cape Breton Island by ship is Port-aux-Basque, and that the main port on the southeast 
of Newfoundland connecting it to Cape Breton is Argentia.  It is of further interest that the 
influence of the Basques was so great that a pidgin of their language became the major means 
of communication in the area including Newfoundland, Labrador, the Maritimes, New England, 
and New York State.  It was from the Basque Pidgin that the name for the Iroquois Confederacy 
came.(7) 
 

 The frontier is often conceptualized as a line running roughly north to south, with Old 
World peoples and their culture to the east, and Indian to the west.  This is a grossly inadequate 
understanding of the actual situation.  The Old World influence destabilized a zone laying west 
of the frontier that was roughly a thousand miles wide running from the Atlantic coast to the 
western extent of the Great Lakes and to the Mississippi River.  Total chaos destroyed whole 
tribes of people, their culture, their economy, their social stability and every other vestige 
civilization.  The first of these influences were the diseases mentioned above.  Others were the 
selective arming of some Indian tribes and not others, and the introduction of a European 
monetary economy based on trade in deer hides and beaver fur. 
 
 A few examples will suffice to make the point.  The large grouping of Iroquoian speaking 
Indians that lived in New York State, Southern Ontario, and along the western St. Lawrence had 
a cataclysmic explosion that caused a dispersion and civil warfare among these peoples.  The 
Cherokee, Tuscarora, and Catawbas moved to the Southern United States; the Wyandotte 
(Hurons) were largely wiped out of their traditional homeland west of Lake Huron and the 
remnants moved to Ohio; the five tribes who lived in the Mohawk River Valley – the Mohawks, 
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the Oneida, the Onondaga, the Oneida, and the Seneca at first made war on each other.  The 
semi mythic Hiawatha brought these tribes into a Confederacy of the Five Nations, who then 
proceeded to devour the remaining Iroquoian speaking neighboring tribes such as the Erie and 
the Chonnonton; and to effectively neutralize their major enemies to the south – the Delaware 
and their allies the Shawnee.  The Shawnee moved to Georgia, where they became known as the 
Savannahs.  We will meet all these tribes again in the French and Indian War.  Not a part of that 
war were the Chippewas (Ojibway) and the various Siouxian tribes that moved to the far west of 
Canada and of the United States to get away from this mess. 
 
 The French settled along the St. Lawrence in Canada in 1534 following Cartier’s 
expedition.  The Dutch settled New York State in 1609.  Both these empires hungered for deer 
and beaver skins, and traded guns and alcohol for them.  The Indians living in this region, and 
who were already struggling with the social effects of old world diseases among themselves, 
began to fight each other for hunting rights to the land laying between New England and the St. 
Lawrence Valley.  It is no coincidence that the onset of the “Beaver Wars” was in 1609, but in 
actuality had been going on to a lesser degree since about 1500.  The official onset of the Beaver 
Wars was the attack the French under Champlain made against the Iroquois.  These wars ravaged 
the regions of the Great Lakes, and the land between the Ohio River and the Mississippi.  The 
Mohawk tribe of the Iroquois invaded Ontario in 1740, where they were defeated in a climactic 
battle with the Mississauga branch of the Ojibway on the shores of Lake Kashagawigamog in 
Haliburton County, a former range of the Cree Indian, who had retreated to the north. The 
Ojibway prevailed and drove the Mohawks back into New York, but moved on west anyway. 
 
 To put in place the last of the tribes to be involved in the French and Indian War in Virginia, 
let us discuss further the Chonnonton.  In the days before the turmoil of the Beaver Wars started 
there was a more or less stable state of tension between the Hurons and the Iroquois.  The 
Hurons were allied with the French, and were Catholic.  The Iroquois were in the orbit of the 
English, and were Protestant.  The Chonnonton were actually a 20 nation confederacy, but were 
still relatively weak.  They lived along the Canadian side of the Niagara River between the Iroquois 
and the Hurons, and were able to do so because they maintained neutral.  As a practical matter 
this was made possible by the fact that they owned a very fine vein of flint, which they traded to 
both of the larger tribes.  The French named this group ‘the Neutrals’.  This situation seemed to 
satisfy all concerned until the European introduction of fire arms among the Indians made the 
possession of flint less important.  The Senecas then conquered the Neutrals and incorporated 
the women and children within their tribe.  The Dutch had called the entire Iroquois Nation the 
‘Mingo’.  The Seneca also absorbed remnants of other fragmented tribes, such as the Delaware.  
Somehow the name ‘Mingo’ got to refer to the various fragments living among the Seneca.  Then 
the French and Indian War started.  The Seneca, as part of the Iroquois Confederacy, sided with 
Britain.  The Seneca had intermarried with the Mingo, but were still uneasy about their loyalty 
due to the fact that they had been Christianized by the Catholic French Jesuits.  One day the 
Seneca told the Mingo that they had to leave.  They would not be harmed, but leave they must.  
The Mingo moved south to the Ohio River, and kept moving deeper and deeper into the West 
Virginia mountains until they settled around present Williamson, W. Va.  They often at this point 
began to be referred to as the ‘Ohio Seneca’.(8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13) 
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 With the English preoccupied with their civil war, and the pending invasion by the Spanish 
Armada, the French enjoyed a bonanza in their settlement in North America.  Being Catholic, the 
French were sympathetic with the Spanish in their pending conflict with the newly Protestant 
English.  The French sought to isolate the English settlements to a narrow strip east of the 
Alleghanies and along the Atlantic Coast by joining the French North American Empire with that 
of the Spanish at New Orleans. 
 

GOOGLE IMAGES 

 
 The French Canadians Joliet and Marquitte in 1673 – 74 accessed the Mississippi River via 
Lake Michigan and overland through Wisconsin.  After canoeing much of its length, they returned 
the same way they had come.  In 1682 La Salle accessed the Mississippi by way of the Illinois River 
from Lake Michigan.  These explorations led France to establish a 4,000 mile long network of 
trading posts in the Greater Mississippi Valley.(14). In 1684 France founded the Mississippi Co., 
which was a real estate company.(15).  In 1714 the French built a trading post at the intersection 
of the Natchez Trace and the Cumberland River, which made the site a traffic junction connecting 
Kentucky with the Deep South, and with the Cherokee Country in the Smokeys.  They called it 
French Lick, which later became Nashboro, and then Nashville.  Penetrating even deeper towards 
the English colonies in the Carolinas and in Virginia, they placed a trading post on the Ford of the 
Broad River just east of present Knoxville.  The Broad River at that time was the northern 
boundary of Cherokee territory.  In recognition of this trading post, the river’s name changed to 
the French Broad River.(49, 50)  Other French settlements on the Mississippi were Biloxi, 
Mississippi, and Mobile, Alabama, and St. Louis, Missouri.(47) 
 
 
 

    
 
           LA SALLE 
        EXPEDITION 
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In 1749 Pierre-Joseph Celoron de Blainville was commissioned by the Quebec government 
to take copper, tin, and lead plates to the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys.  They are known today as 
the ‘Lead Plate Expedition’.  They cut a portage road to Lake Chautauqua in New York, and 
accessed the Alleghany river from there.  These plates were nailed to trees, and were buried in 
the river banks at such places as the mouth of the Muskingum River, which is located at the 
present City of Marietta, Ohio.  It flows north into the region settled by the Shawnee.  There was 
also a Wyandotte town located on it.  Christopher Gist had come here Dec. 4, 1751.(20). He also 
had placed one at Point Pleasant, the mouth of the Kanawha.  They had a confrontation with 
English Traders in Ohio.(16) 

 

WIKIPEDIA 

                  FRENCH MAP OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

MUSKINGUM RIVER 
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 Because of these events King George II in the 1740’s became concerned about the French 
presence in the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys.  Not only did the French have outposts on these 
main rivers, but also on the Alleghany, Monongahela, Tennessee, Cumberland, Kanawha, and 
Greenbrier Rivers.  He planned to counter this threat by settling large numbers of displaced Scots, 
Irish, and Germans in these areas, and set up the Ohio and Loyal Companies in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to survey and to market these lands.(17) 

 
 The Ohio Company dispatched Christopher Gist, a fur trader with the Indians and an 
accomplished Indian diplomat, to explore the Ohio Country.  He was gone 1750-51. And kept a 
Journal.  His entry of Dec. 13th 1750 noted contacts with Wyandottes and Mingo at Muskingum.  
These peoples were of openly divided loyalties between the English and the French.  On Jan. 45h 
’51 he met ‘Ottaways’ from Canada.  He wintered with the Shawnee, who had a number of French 
Canadians permanently living with them, including a blacksmith.(18) 

 
 A quirk of geologic history made possible the French penetration of the Mississippi Valley 
and its tributaries.  Before the last ice age the St. Lawrence River was headed up by what are now 
the New River, the Kanawha River, the upper half of the Ohio River, and the Alleghany River.  The 
New River starts near Boone, North Carolina and flows north through Virginia and West Virginia, 
where the name changes to the Kanawha.  This river flows into the Ohio at Point Pleasant.  Before 
glaciation blocked its course, it ran north from Point Pleasant up the present Ohio to Pittsburg, 
and on up north with a continued reverse flow up the channel of the present Alleghany to its 
headwaters south of Erie, Pennsylvania.  Near present Franklin, Pa. French Creek splits off to the 
north.  French Creek forks at present Waterford, Pa. and the western fork almost touches the 
head of Walnut Creek, which flows north into Lake Erie at Erie, Pennsylvania.  The total distance 
from Waterford to Erie is about 15 air miles (more like 100 miles by the twisting creek), and most 
of that is open to canoe traffic.  This route is what is left of the preglacial St. Lawrence River, 
which began near Boone, North Carolina.  The portage between Walnut Creek and French Creek 
is short and flat.  It was no trick for an Indian to carry his birch bark canoe on his shoulders over 
this archaic river channel.  Other than this, he could paddle his canoe from the Great Lakes to 
New Orleans.(19, 23) 
 
 It should be noted that the English had conquered the Dutch Colony of New Netherlands 
(present New York State) in 1665.(22)   As far as the Beaver Wars were concerned, the English 
continued the policies of the Dutch.   
 
 In 1739 the Province of Pennsylvania commissioned John Frazier to build a trading post 
at the Indian Village of Venango (present Franklin, Pa.) at the juncture of French Creek and the 
Allegheny River.(23). In 1753-54 the French built Fort Presque Isle at present Erie, Pennsylvania, 
and Fort Le Boeuf (the French term for the buffalo) at the Forks of French Creek, and attacked 
Frazier’s Trading post and forced its closure.(22). Most significantly, they built Fort Duquesne at 
the junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, blocking the access of Virginia to the head 
of the Ohio River, and to the Great Lakes. 
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 In 1734 the Colony of Georgia was founded.(25).  Perhaps, because of the growth of South 
Carolina the Savannah Shawnee had all left the Savannah River by 1731, having gone to 
Pennsylvania.  With the defeat of the Delaware by the Iroquois the Shawnee moved to Southern 
Ohio. 
 
 The above mentioned settlement plans of King George II came to fruition starting in 1727 
when a patent was given for much of present Rockingham Co., Va. to a group of Mennonite 
Germans.  In   1730 a similar grant was given to the Scots-Irish covering Augusta County, Va., to 
Benjamin Burden, and became commonly known as “The Irish Tract”.(27,28)   
 

 In 1746 recorded settlement began in the present Radford – Blacksburg area in a 
community commonly referred to as ‘Draper’s Meadow’.  The land was formerly patented by 
James Patton in 1753, and included the present campus of Virginia Tech and the Radford Arsenal  
The settlers were a mix of German and Irish people from Pennsylvania.  Among them were 
William Ingles and the Harmon brothers – Jacob and Herman.(29)                                     
 
 

 During the Thirty Years War in Europe, which ended in 1638, and in which 70% of the 
civilian population of Schriesheim, Germany had died, a prominent miller of that town named 
Alexander Yost Mach surveyed the carnage and swore that there must be a better way.  He and 
neighbors believed that the shortcomings that had caused that war were state religions and 
militarism.  They founded a new religious group in 1708 called the Brethren, which was based on 
no established state religions, and on pacifism.  In a Europe founded on established state religions 
and militarism there was no choice but to emigrate to America.  They came to Pennsylvania 
where they built a commune they called Ephrata.  Things went well until Mach died, and the 
group got into an acrimonious fight over succession.  Some of the group complained that they 
had left Europe to get away from fighting, and led by Yost’s son they took off “into the 
wilderness”.  This proved to be the large bottom land on New River southwest of Radford, now 
under Claytor Lake, where they settled in 1749.  These Brethren were joined by some Moravians 

FORT LE BOEUF 
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and Sabbatarians.  They shared a tradition of baptism by total immersion, a process called 
“dunken” in Middle High German.  These folk became known as Dunkards, and their bottom land 
as Dunkard’s Bottom.  The official name of the community was Machaniam, a term from the Book 
of Genesis, but which just ‘accidentally’ contained the name of their founder. 
 

 BY THE AUTHOR 

 
 This community extended down river to a major ford on the Wilderness Trail, where a 
ferry was operated by a man named “New”.  Early references note a “Cherokee” village located 
at Dunkard’s Bottom, and which was inhabited by “a kind of white people who wore deer skins, 
lived by hunting, associated with the Indians and acted like savages”.(30, 31) 
 

 Though technically a part of the Burden patent, the settlement on Tea Creek, renamed 
Kerr’s Creek, a branch of the Maury River northwest of Lexington, Va., has a separate history 
from the rest of the Irish Tract.  Prior to 1736 a group of Scots-Irish had received land patents 
from the government of Pennsylvania, with the pointed admonition that they not settle on a 
certain tract of land that had been reserved by treaty for the Indians.  Being Scots-Irish, they went 
directly to the forbidden land and settled.  They were exiled from Pennsylvania for this infraction, 
and ended up on Tea Creek in 1736.  A more dangerous place could not have been found.  Two 
of the main war trails east of the Mississippi intersected at Lexington, as scant half dozen miles 
away.  The Great Warrior’s Path (the Wilderness Trail) running down the Valley of Virginia to 
Kentucky crossed the Midland Trail originating at the mouth of the James River and following 
present US 60 to the Ohio River at Huntington, W. Va.  A majestic mountain reminiscent of one 
in France, named ‘The Loop’, stood guard over the fertile valley.(32) 
 

MAP KEY 
 

SENECA TRAIL   A 
SYMM’S GAP TRAIL  B 
CUMBERLAND ROAD TRAIL C 
BLUE GRASS TRAIL  D 
PEPPER’S FERRY ROAD E 
MAIN WILDERNESS ROAD F 
CRAIG’S CREEK TRAIL  G 
CATAWBA CREEK TRAIL H 
 

    NEW RIVER INDIAN TRAILS 
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 The New River settlements running from Dunkard’s Bottom to the Narrows spilled over 
to the west.  About 1750 the trader Jacob Cassell (Castle) moved from the New River to 
Castlewood on the Clinch River.  About the same time long hungers travelled west on Wolf Creek 
from Narrows to present Tazewell, which is the head of the Clinch River.  There are wide karst 
meadows there.  It was also the hub of trails running into the valleys of the Blue Stone River in 
present West Virginia, coming from the North Fork of the Holston via Burke’s Garden, and the 
Big Sandy River in Kentucky.  Indeed, the Clinch Valley Branch of the Wilderness Trail followed 
the Clinch River at this point.  The bottom lands south and west of present Tazewell, named Crab 
Orchard and Frog Level, were used as base camps for the long hunters, who made excursions out 
these Indian trails.  The names of these long hunters are poorly documented, but among those 
are Thomas J. Witten, Sr., and his son-in-law John Greenup, and a tradition of a previous pair 
named Butler and Carr.  This last surname may have been a variant spelling for ‘Kerr’.  In 1753 
the land around Tazewell was surveyed by the Loyal Company under Col. James Patton.  William 
Ingles, owner of Ingles’ Ferry at Radford, and husband of Mary, and a close associate of Patton 
and of Dr. Thomas Walker, had several choice tracts of land surveyed on the upper Clinch and on 
the Bluestone(33). 
 
 Present Chilhowie, Va. is the cross roads of several Indian trails.  The Wilderness Trail runs 
the length of the Valley of Virginia, State 107 leads to Saltville and on a segment of abandoned 
road across Clinch Mountain went to Elk Garden where via State 80 it goes to Elk Horn on the Big 
Sandy, which accesses Ashland on the Ohio River and the Shawnee of Ohio. Roads to the south 
access Trade, the oldest unincorporated community in Tennessee, where annual trade fairs were 
held with the Indians.  The lives of several men of historic significance met each other here.  They 
were Charles St. Clair (Sinclair and other spellings), Samuel Stahlnacker (numerous spellings) of 
the Dunkard’s Bottom Community, Col. John Buchanan, Col. James Patton, and Dr. Thomas 
Walker. 

 
 St. Clair’s life provides examples of how life on the Virginia frontier was influenced by the 
French and Indian War.  In 1740 he was living near Glasgow, Va.  In 1742 he became a member 
of the Josiah Howard Expedition, a group of neighbors from Glasgow, who were commissioned 
by the government of Virginia in 1737 to explore the Mississippi River, but “not to go to any fort 
or garrison possessed by the French”.  Howard was to be given in payment 10,000 acres of land, 
which he was to divide among his men.  The party went to the Mondongachite (New) River, 
where they killed five buffalo, and made a bull boat out of their hides, and sailed down the 
Kanawha to the Ohio.  Along the way they passed large salt works (probable Charleston, W. Va.) 
and large lead mines.  They noted the existence of an Island in the Mississippi which contained 
three towns of Frenchmen, who traded with the French in New Orleans and those in Canada.  
While in the lower reaches of the Mississippi they were captured by a party of 90 Frenchmen, 
Negroes, and Indians.  They were taken to New Orleans where they were imprisoned for being 
spies with intent to lead an army of English to conquer the French Territory.  They escaped in 
1745 and made their way back home.  While in New Orleans they were told that the French had 
settled the place 40 years earlier, and had found numerous English living along the river.  The 
French had had the Indians murder all the English.  Back in Glasgow in 1746 he received a patent 
for land that may have been payment for his efforts in the Howard Expedition.  However, Thomas 
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Jefferson, as his attorney, advised him that the grant was illegal.  St. Clair moved to St. Clair’s 
Bottom on the South Fork of the Holston south of Chilhowie, where he lived as a hermit hunter 
and trapper, and perhaps as a trader with the Cherokee.  His was the second permanent 
residence in what is now Smyth Co.  In 1746-47 Col John Buchanan, surveyor for Col. James Patten 
and for the Loyal Co. was camping at Seven Mile Ford when a white man dressed like an Indian 
came into camp and introduced himself.  It was St. Clair.  They made an agreement that St. Clair 
would serve as a guide for Buchanan if he would give him title for the land on which he already 
lived.  This was agreed to.  St. Clair showed Buchanan the North Fork of the Holston Valley as far 
as Burke’s Garden, for which he was given title to 1,000 acres on Sinclair’s Bottom March 14, 
1748.  On March 24, 1750 Dr. Thomas Walker, an officer of the Loyal Company, noted in his 
Journal that he helped Samuel Stahlnacker erect his cabin at Chilhowie.  Walker observed that 
he had met Stahlnacker on Reedy Creek between Bristol and Kingsport, Tennessee in 1748.  
Walker noted that this settlement was the furthest west of any in Virginia.  He further observed 
that the Cherokee came in large groups to trade with Stahlnacker.  There is some evidence that 
St. Clair also traded with the Cherokee.  He lived on St. Clair’s Creek, known in later years as the 
White Top Road.  This trail led to the White Top Mountain and Mt. Rogers area, as well as Mouth 
of Wilson, and to Trade, Tennessee / North Carolina.  They were all trade routes with the Indians.  
The intersection of this trail with the Wilderness Trail to the Cherokee likely is the reason that 
both St. Clair and Stahlnacker settled here. 
 
 At the outbreak of the French and Indian War the Shawnee of Ohio took Stahlnacker 
captive.  At the beginning of the war St. Clair moved east 50 miles to the New River Valley for 
protection.  There he joined Capt. Maxwell’s Company, 32nd Reg. of the Virginia Militia.  Later, 
possibly for the same reasons, he moved to Orange Co. NC where died in 1766.(34) 
 

 In 1753 Col. James Patton acquired for himself LO 32-181, which by modern calculations 
was for 4,599 acres, in present Chilhowie.  He built a house there which he called ‘The Town 
House’.  His family never moved there from Draper’s Meadow, where he was killed in 1755.  Until 
the 20th Century what is now Chilhowie was known as ‘The Town House’.(35) 
 

 The Greenbrier River empties into the New River (Kanawha) just north of the Narrows in 
present West Virginia.  The river runs from the northeast parallel to the state line with Virginia.  
It heads up between the heads of the Monongahela and the Potomac.  It abounds in Indian trails, 
one of which connects the heads of the Potomac, the Greenbrier, and the Monongahela.  This 
route was used in later years as the Cumberland or the National Road, and provides access to the 
Greenbrier Valley from the Chesapeake Bay, Tidewater Virginia, as well as from the Ohio Valley 
at Pittsburg.  Today it is more or less US 40.  Running perpendicularly to this trial is the Seneca 
Trail, often referred to as the western version of the Warrior’s Path.  It runs from the western 
end of the Iroquois Confederacy where the Seneca lived at Buffalo, New York to the Northern 
end of the Narrows.  Today it is US 219.  Intersecting the Seneca Trail at present Lewisburg, W. 
Va. was the Midland Trail that ran from Hampton Roads to the mouth of the Big Sandy River at 
Ashland, Ky.  It is US 60 today.  The Greenbrier Valley is karst.  Most of its water is sunken.  The 
major exception is the spring behind the present court house in Lewisburg, known as the Lewis 
Spring. 
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 The Greenbrier drains into the Ohio / Mississippi river systems, and as such was claimed 
by the French based on the La Salle Expedition.  The English also claimed it based on the 
explorations of the Chesapeake Bay by Capt. John Smith in 1607.  The Iroquois, Delaware, 
Catawbas, and Shawnee also claimed it.  It is probable that the river and its valley were first 
named by one of these tribes.  The first record of its use, however, was by the Jesuit friars at Fort 
Duquesne who had left a surveyor’s map which identified the place as ‘Ronceverte’, which 
translates as ‘Greenbrier’, and which was found when that fort was captured by the English.   
 
 This karst landscape was a grassland of bluestem prairie grass.  The English long hunters 
who first encountered it had no word in the English language to use to describe it, so they used 
the word ‘savannah’ for it.  This is noteworthy, especially in view of the prior discussion of the 
Shawnee / Savannah Indians.  The origins of this word are from the Arawak Indians, who lived in 
Florida just to the south of the grasslands of the Savannah River in Georgia.  The Spanish in Florida 
borrowed the word, which was picked up by the English who settled Georgia.  The landscape is 
the same as that in the Midwest, where the French word ‘prairie’, which is derived from Latin, 
was first applied.  The Indians referred to the place as ‘the Big Levels’. 
 
 In 1732 at age 13 Andrew Lewis was brought from Ireland to the Irish Tract by his father, 
Col. John Lewis.  The Irish Tract was owned by James Patton’s father -in-law.  Patton likely was 
the individual who transported them.  Andrew spent much of his youth surveying the western 
land, which likely were those of the Irish Tract.  As such, he likely was associated with Patton.  
John and Andrew spent much time hunting and exploring the Greenbrier Valley. 
 
 In 1748 several Virginians, including Lawrence and Augustine Washington – half-brothers 
of George, who later inherited Lawrence’s estate; Joshua Fry (who had surveyed the State Line 
with North Carolina with Peter Jefferson, Thomas’s father); and James Patton formed the Ohio 
Company to comply with King George II’s desires to settle the Ohio Country.  This was heady 
company for Andrew Lewis.  In 1750 the Ohio Company hired Christopher Gist to survey the Ohio 
Country.  This is when he went to Ohio and spent the winter with the Shawnee.  In 1751 Lewis 
built a hunting camp or fort at the spring, which became known as Lewis’ Spring, at Big Levels 
under the direction of George Washington.  He named the structure Fort Savannah.  In 1752 the 
company made a treaty with the Iroquois and Delaware at Logstown, Pennsylvania on the Ohio 
River to buy the Ohio Country from them.  The Treaty of Logstown specified that the 
commissioners acted under the authority of Governor Dinwiddie.  The same year the company 
constructed a road from present Cumberland, Maryland and Brownsville, Pennsylvania.  It was a 
part of the Cumberland Road and provided entry into the Monongahela Valley. 
 
 Andrew advanced in Virginia society during this period.  He moved his residence to Salem, 
Va., and named it Richfield.  He became a captain in the Augusta Co. militia.(31, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42) 
 
 In 1753-54 the French built forts Presque Isle, Fort Le Boeuf, and later in that year Fort 
Duquesne.  Later in 1753 Lord Dinwiddie sent George Washington accompanied by Christopher 
Gist; two Indian traders – Barnaby Currin and Jon McGuire; Henry Stewart and William Jenkins 
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whose duties are unknown; John Davidson as French Interpreter; Jacob Van Vraam as Indian 
interpreter; and four Indian sachems to ensure safe conduct to carry a written on a mission to 
demand that the French evacuate the region to the French commander at Fort Le Boeuf.  The 
trip was arduous, but they were politely received.  The French commander ignored the request 
to vacate.  Washington returned to the Governor in March 1754, and made his report.  This trip 
was made in the middle of the winter, in an open boat in a flood swollen, ice clogged Frenchman’s 
Creek.  Washington was swept overboard twice, and was saved by Gist who was able to get a fire 
going in this drowned wilderness.(24, 43) 
 

 GOGGLE IMAGES 
 

 The size of Fort Le Boeuf, the quantity of its artillery, the number of its soldiers, and the 
forts at Erie and at the Forks of the Ohio are startling.  The presence of the canoes suggests a 
large Indian work force, and the supplies needed for all these men plus all the garrisons 
downstream to Pittsburg, St. Louis, Nashville, Knoxville, Kaskaskia, Vincennes Indiana, Cape 
Giradeau, Baton Rouge and others raise the issue of how the French got all this material over and 
past Niagara Falls.  The drop from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario is 326 feet.  The portage was first 
used by the Seneca, was on the American side of the Niagara River and Falls, and was first used 
by the French in 1615.  It began at present Lewiston, New York.  It was about 8 miles long.  The 
traveller had to have the approval of the Seneca, and had to hire them as porters.  In 1719 the 
French cut a road that improved the passage.(44)  The enormity of the French commitment to 
their empire that ran from Erie to New Orleans is nothing short of awesome. 
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 There was much for Governor Dinwiddie to consider.  Not only had the French declined 
to vacate the forts in Pennsylvania, but the Pennsylvania and Ohio Indians were also feeling 
threatened by this French presence in the Ohio country.  A Mingo chief named Half King was 
especially upset.  He had an angry shouting match with the French engineer in charge of the 
construction of the forts.  The two men all but promised war on each other.  Dinwiddie 
commissioned Washington a Lieutenant Colonel in the Virginia Militia, and ordered him to raise 
a regiment and to take it to the Forks of the Ohio, and to hold it against the French.  To prepare 
the way the Governor sent a small detachment under Capt. William Trent to the Forks to begin 
the construction of a fort there.  Trent’s force arrived there in Feb. 1754, being only two months 
since Washington had been in Fort Le Boeuf.  Half King and his band of Mingo assisted Trent in 
building a small stockade and store house.  That month the French in Montreal dispatched 800 
marines to the Alleghany.  On April 16, 1754 500 men of a mixed force of these marines, militia, 
and Indians attacked the 36 men of Virginia’s construction crew at the forks of the Ohio, who left 
without a fight.  The French then began the construction of their Fort Duquesne.  Dinwiddie 
ordered Washington to return to the Ohio, and “to act on the (defensive), but in case any 
attempts are made to obstruct the works or interrupt our (settlements) by any persons 
whatsoever, you are to restrain all such offenders, and in case of resistance to make prisoners of 
or kill and destroy them”.  There was no time for the officials in Virginia to discuss matters with 
the government in London.  Washington left for the Ohio on April 2nd with less than 160 men.  
Andrew Lewis was among them.  In Winchester a few more volunteers joined them.  The Virginia 
regiment came to Great Meadows in Pennsylvania, 37 miles away from the Forks of the Ohio, 
and built a small fort he named Fort Necessity.  The location was poorly chosen.  The site was in 
a swamp that was prone to flooding, and was within musket shot of a dense woods. 
 

 

                FORT DUQUESNE 
GOOGLE IMAGES 
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 May 23rd the French sent a force of 35 men to intercept Washington.  Christopher Gist 
came to warn Washington, who sent Gist back with about 50 men to locate the French force.  
After Gist and his force had departed, Half King came to Washington and told him that he had 
located the French party.  Washington then sent 40 men with Half King, who had a dozen warriors 
with him, and gave him instructions to attack the French.  This was done, and the French 
commander and most of his force were either killed or captured.  The details of the death of the 
French commander have been intensely debated ever since.  Some say that the French fired the 
first shot, and that in the answering volley from the Virginians the French commander was shot 
in the head.  Another statement was that Half King split the head of the Frenchman open with a 
tomahawk, and then washed his hands in his brains.  Other Indians then killed and scalped the 
French captives.  It was Washington’s first battle.  He was 22 years old.  He wrote his brother, “I 
can with truth assure you, I heard bullets whistle and believe me, there was something charming 
in the sound”.  He had just started the French and Indian War. 
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 Washington’s force of about 293 men retreated to Great Meadows, where they were 
joined by South Carolina’s 100 man Provincial Independent Company.  Soon they were followed 
by a force of 600 angry French, Canadian, and Indians.  The forts trenches were flooded, the 
Virginian’s powder soaked, and their position was fired upon with impunity from the nearby 
woods.  Washington negotiated a withdrawal whereby he signed a statement that he had 
ordered the murder of the French Commander.  He could not read French, and probably the 
document was inadequately translated to him. The Virginians were allowed to keep their arms, 
which was a point of great significance in that era.  The date was July 4th.(45, 46) 
 

 The counterattacks on the Virginia Frontier began in the fall of 1754.  The westernmost 
of the settlements, those around present Washington Co., were the first.  Those recorded as 
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having been on the Holston River were Steven Lyons, John Goldman, Benjamin Harrison, and ? 
Burke.  The Goldmans were long hunters in the area, with several geographic features bearing 
their name today.(51, 52). The next to fall were the settlements around Stahlnacker’s.  On June 18, 
1755 the Shawnee killed Stahlnacker’s wife and son Adam, Mary Baker, a servant man of the 
Stahlnacker’s, and Mathias Counie.  They carried Stahlnacker off to Ohio with them, from whence 
he escaped the next year.  The Indians had likely having come up the Big Sandy and then through 
Elk Garden.(53).  St. Clair must not have been available, but he soon moved back to the New River. 
 
 It is surprising how fast the British responded to these events.  They sent General 
Braddock with the 44th and 48th Regiments of Red Coats from Ireland.  Six colonial governors met 
in conference with Braddock to plan the expedition that was to take out the central anchor point 
of the French Empire in North America – the Forks of the Ohio upon which sat Fort Duquesne.  It 
was not an even fight.  There were about 75,000 French settlers in the New World, compared to 
about 2 million British.  Each had allied Indian forces.  With the French were the Ottawas, Hurons, 
Ojibway, Miami, Delaware, Shawnee, and Iroquois, and the Potawatomis, while allied with the 
British were a few Mingo.  Some of the Colonies provided their militias, with Virginia’s being the 
most numerous and most battle hardened.  George Washington was in command of the Virginia 
Militia, and was aid-de-camp to Braddock.  Mordicia Howard was in charge of the wagon train.  
As such he was Daniel Boone’s commander, who had his first public job as muleskinner.  After 
the war Howard became owner of the militia fort on the Boone Trail in Lee County, Va. named 
Owen’s or Chadwell’s Station.  During this campaign Boone also met John Findley, who was later 
to introduce Boone to Kentucky. 
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 1,300 British and American troops crossed the Monongahela on July 9th.  They had left 
behind the slow artillery and baggage train as a reserve.  They had only 8 Mingo scouts out.  
Around 800 French troops, including Indians, were alerted to the arrival of Braddock, and rushed 
down the trail to intercept him.  Braddock had no clue that the French and Indians were coming.  
The British and the French collided in the forest.  The British formed into infantry squares out in 
the open road, while the French and Indians flowed through the woods on both sides of the 
British.  In the opening volleys, the French commander, Daniel de Beaujeu, was killed.  The Red 
Coats withstood four hours of massacre.  Braddock ordered a retreat, which quickly turned into 
a rout.  He then received a shot in the arm and lung.  Defacto command fell on Washngton, who 
rallied his Virginia Militia as a rear guard, and saved the mortally wounded Braddock, and what 
was left of his army.  Braddock died the 13th, and was buried in the middle of the road and his 
army made to march over his grave so as to make it difficult for the Indians to find.  The Indians 
chose to torture their captives, and to consume 80 gallons of rum rather that to pursue the British 
American forces.  Braddock lost 456 men killed, 422 wounded, about 50 female camp followers 
(4 escaped), and 150 wagons of supplies were burned by the British.  The French reported few 
causalities.  Boone escaped by cutting horses loose from their wagon, and by riding them to 
safety.  There are at least two traditions of Braddock having been shot by his own men.  One Tom 
Fausett claimed to have shot Braddock because he had run his brother through with a sword for 
cowardice.  In another incident a man named Mullins, later a settler in Dickenson County, 
Virginia, had become exasperated with the slaughter Braddock was causing by refusing to order 
a retreat, and then he shot him.(47, 54, 55, 56, 57) 
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 The effects on the Virginia frontier of Braddock’s Defeat were immediate and devastating. 
Draper’s Meadows was a thorn in the flesh of the Indians allied with the French.  They were 
located on a high fertile plateau on top of the water shed divide between the Roanoke River and 
the New River, as well three routes of access to the James River Valley.  All routes to the further 
west originated here.  The New River through the Narrows connected the western and the 
eastern versions of the Great Warrior’s Path.  The Five Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy 
occupied the Mohawk River Valley from Albany to Buffalo.  The eastern version of the Warrior’s 
Path originated at Albany, and came south down the Hudson River Valley to the Great Valley of 
Virginia following US 11.  The western version started at Buffalo and followed US 219 to the 
Narrows.  The trails from Ohio via the Big Sandy River converged here.  Either as routes of 
settlement, or of invasion, the Meadows were the jugular vein of the Northeastern United States 
that was under contention.(58, 59) 
 

 Draper’s Meadows were settled in 1746.  The center of the settlement was on the campus 
of present Virginia Tech.  Col. James Patton and the Loyal Company functioned out of here.  
Patton sold numerous tracts on the Craig’s Creek trail coming in from Gala on the James, and on 
the Catawba Creek / North Fork of the Roanoke route coming from Fincastle.  As well he was 
selling tracts down the Great Valley into what is now northeast Tennessee.  The first settlers were 
George and Eleanor Draper, who came from Pennsylvania.  George died in 1749, and Eleanor and 
their two children remained in the Meadows.  In 1752 Col. John Buchanan, chief surveyor for the 
Loyal Co., recorded a patent for 7,500 acres in Draper’s Meadows.  This survey was divided in 
1753 and was sold to 18 individuals the next year.  There was a natural salt lick near the ‘Duck 
Pond’ on the Tech campus, where William and Mary Ingles lived.   
 
 In 1754 Col. John Buchanan was the ranking militia officer in Augusta County, Virginia.  Col 
John Buchanan and Major Andrew Lewis were his ranking subordinates.  Buchanan lived at Max 
Meadows, and Lewis at Salem on the Roanoke River.  Anticipating an attack on the Meadows, 
July 31st Patton led a convoy of militiamen and ammunition to the community there.  While 
visiting the home of the Ingles 16 Shawnee attacked and killed Patton, who thus became the 
most influential American ever killed by Indians.  An additional 8 settlers were killed, including 
Eleanor Draper.  Mary Draper Ingles, Bettie Draper, and Henry Leonard were taken captive.  Col. 
Buchanan took a contingent of militia in pursuit of the Indian party the first week of August, but 
failed.  The settlement at Draper’s Meadows was soon abandoned. 
 
 In February 1756 Andrew Lewis, using Fort Frederick located on the New River opposite 
the mouth of the Little River just west of the ford just upsteam from the future Ingles Ferry, and 
just north of the present I-81 bridge, mounted a larger expedition using the Augusta County 
Militia aimed at the home towns of the offending Shawnee in southern Ohio.(61)   In 1749 German 
Brethren from Pennsylvania settled the bottom land under what is now Claytor Lake, just up river 
from the present I-81 bridge.  Because of the settlers form of Baptism was total immersion, the 
site was called Dunkard’s Bottom.  The site extended to the future ferry site.     
 
 The fort was likely named after Capt. Archibald Alexander of Rockbridge Co. who was a 
part of this expedition, which became as the Sandy River Expedition.  Capt. William Preston also 
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was a part of the expedition, which included 340 Cherokee.  27 pack horses were included. The 
customary route to have taken would have been the way that the Shawnee likely had used in 
their invasion, which was up the New River from the Narrows after having passed up the Big 
Sandy River and through the upper Clinch Valley.  It was decided to forsake this route in the 
interests of secrecy.  Instead they took the less travelled route across Burke’s Garden and down 
War Creek, West Virginia to the Big Sandy River.  It is the old Indian war path connecting the 
Catawbas of Waxhaw, North Carolina with the Mingo and Shawnee of Ohio. The Big Sandy was 
flooded.  On March	12th	Major	Lewis’s	 canoe,	 and	also	 another,	 sank	with	many	of	 their	
provisions	lost.	Game	was	scarcer	than	they	had	imagined.	Their	provisions	were	cut	in	half.	
They	refused	the	order	to	kill	and	eat	their	horses,	and	on	March	13th	there	was	something	
of	a	mutiny,	as	the	men	refused	to	go	further.	They	had	gotten	as	far	as	the	general	vicinity	
of	 Logan,	West	Virginia.	They	boiled	 and	ate	 the	 rawhide	 laces	 that	held	 their	 harnesses	
together.	These	strips	of	rawhide	were	called	‘tugs’,	and	thus	the	place	where	they	ate	their	
tugs	became	known	forever	more	the	‘Tug	Fork	of	the	Big	Sandy”.		The party broke up into 
small units, and on the way home many froze to death, and many were killed by Indians. They 
returned to Fort Frederick. The House of Burgesses held a formal hearing, but cleared Lewis of 
any wrongdoing.  
 
 Mary Draper ingles ran away from the Shawnee, and after an arduous trip made her way 
back to Draper’s Meadows.  She had her husband resettled to operate the ferry at the ford on 
the New River.(60-63) 

  
 The settlers of the Greenbrier were either killed or driven out by the Indians.  The British 
strategy was to stim the potential flow of Indians through the Potomac River Valley, which 
provided a ready access to Tidewater Virginia.  No effort was made to defend the Greenbrier.  
Instead at least 12 forts were constructed 1756 by George Washington and his First Virginia 
Regiment positioned so as to defend Braddock’s Road and its port of entry, the Monongahela 
River.(64, 65) 
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 The entrance to the St. Lawrence River was the front door to the French Empire in North 
America.  From 1720-40 the French built Fortress Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island.  The port 
was the closest ice free port to the St. Lawrence.  It was one of the most expensive fortifications 
built in North America.  With the British army having failed to take the Forks of the Ohio, their 
navy took on Louisbourg.  After a six weeks’ combined land and sea siege, the fort surrendered 
on July 26, 1758.  This provided a convenient base of operations for the British assault in 1759 on 
Quebec City at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in 1760.(66) 
 

 
          GOOGLE IMAGES 

       BATTLE OF THE FORTRESS AT LOUISBOURG 
 

 The potential blockage of the mouth of the St. Lawrence caused a marked downstream 
dominoes effect.  The French allied Indians understood the long term effects of the loss of 
Louisbourg, and the many of the Delaware, Mongo, and Shawnee abandoned the French.  The 
British still saw Fort Duquesne as a threat to their empire, and felt compelled to make another 
attempt at it.  They decided that  a thrust east from Carlisle, Pennsylvania would be more 
functional than that of Braddock’s Road, and accordingly built a military road to the fort.  With 
their supply chain attenuated by the loss of Louisbourg, and the collapse of their Indian support, 
the French abandoned and blew up Fort Duquesne in 1759-60 when the British column under 
Brigadier-General John Forbes approached the fort.(67) 
 

 The British had a major effort to end the conflict in 1759.  Not only did they make that 
successful attack on Fort Duquesne, but they blockaded the French ports in Europe to limit their 
capacity to resupply their North American empire.  They then sailed a large fleet up the St. 
Lawrence to attack Quebec City, and by so doing they also blocked the supply chain that might 
have escaped their forces at Louisbourg.  Their fleet was a force of combined navy and infantry.  
The City of Quebec had been built on an easily fortified cliff top plateau.  There was a major fort 
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on top of the cliff, which could not be approached from the downsteam.  The upstream was 
naturally defended by dangerous river channels.  In June the British began a siege, and made 
several unsuccessful attempts to land troops.  After 3 months of this, the British Commander, 
General Wolfe, became impatient, and made a risky navigation of the river to above the city.  
There was a dangerous trail up the bluff at this upstream end to the plateau, and Wolfe’s men 
forced their way up it.  That morning, Sept. 13, 1759 found the entire British army arranged in 
battle formation on the plateau, called the Plains of Abraham, facing the French fort.  This move 
cut the French garrison off from their sources of supply up the river, and required them to come 
out and fight.  Both Wolfe, and the French, commander Montcalm, were killed.  At the end of the 
day, the French had lost their New World Empire.  Things did not end just yet.  It was a long way 
to the European capitals, and the reality of the situation had to sink into some reluctant heads.  
The killing continued.(68) 
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                      BATTLE OF THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAM AT QUEBEC CITY 
 

The beautiful Valley of Kerr’s Creek (pronounced ‘car’), with its majestic castle-like 
mountain, ‘The Loop”, towering above the river bottoms and meadows, was first settled in 1736 
by Gilmores (later the Gilmers spit off this family line), Kerrs, Dickensons, Greenles, and others.  
The Shawnee under Chief Cornstalk, were encouraged by their success at Draper’s Meadows, and 
in 1759 they attacked, killing 10 people.  Among the dead were John Gilmore and his wife, Agnes.  
Many of the settlers retreated to the Blue Ridge across the Valley of Virginia, and through its 
passes into North Carolina to the Yadkin Valley, which had been the home of the Catawabas, who 
had been wiped out by small pox.  The refugees began to return, however, and again the 
Shawnee attacked, killing about 50 people.  It is doubtful if the Shawnee had heard that the 
French had quit the war earlier that year with the Treaty of Paris in 1763.   
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THE RELATIONSHIPS OF KERR’S CREEK & GILMER’S (GILMORE) CREEK WITH THE GREENBRIER 
VALLEY, THE EARLIEST VERSION OF THE WILDERNESS ROAD WITH LEXINGTON, AND THE LATEST                                                              
VERSION OF THE WILDERNESS ROAD ON US 11, AND THE WEST MIDLAND TRAIL 
 
 However, when the Indians did hear of the treaty ending the war, and began to note the 
withdrawal of the French garrisons, and their replacement with British troops, they united under 
Chief Pontiac, an Ottawa, who had been in the fighting about Fort Duquense.  In 1763, what was 
essentially an Indian continuation of the French and Indian War called Pontiac’s Rebellion, began 
with an attack on Detroit, followed by one on Fort Pitt, the renamed Fort Duquense.  The 
Shawnee joined the campaign and in 1764 under Cornstalk they attacked Kerr’s Creek a third 
time.  They killed “many”, including Thomas Gilmore, a son of John and Agnes.  Thirty captives 
were taken back to Ohio, including Eliza, Thomas’s wife, and two of their daughters and a son.  In 
1768 they again attacked the Big Levels in the Greenbrier, and wiped out the settlement.  More 
settlers moved into the Yadkin Valley.  Cornstalk and his Shawnee made another attempt to clean 
out the settlements in Southwestern Virginia and in Kentucky.  Their Mingo allies attacked the 
Valleys of the Clinch and Powell in Virginia, while the Shawnee attempted to retake the Kanawha 
/ New River Valley.  This conflict is known as Lord Dunmore’s War, after the last royal governor 
of Virginia.  The Battle of Point Pleasant was its only battle.  After losing that conflict, after the 
peace treaty was signed, Cornstalk voluntarily came into the militia fort at Point Pleasant, Fort 
Randolph, with a desire to talk lasting peace.  Some militiamen, including Robert Gilmore – 
recently of Kerr’s Creek – were deer hunting in the nearby woods, and some Shawnee warriors 
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killed, scalped, and mutilated Gilmore.  The militia then killed Cornstalk and his son, Ellinipsico.  
Clearly, Lord Dunmore’s War was a continuation of the French and Indian War.  Just as truthfully, 
it was also the first battle of the Revolution.  In hard fact, the Indian wars within the Eastern 
United States and in Canada that had been set in motion by the settlement of the Basques in 
Newfoundland and Labrador did not end until 1814 with the Battle of the Thames near London 
Ontario,  the climactic battle of the War of 1812, in which Tecumseh was killed. (32, 69, 70) 
 
 
 

ANALYSIS & AFTERMATH 
 

 In considering the issues that led to British victory there are several factors to weigh.  
There were three times as many British settlers in North America as French.  The geographies of 
the two empires were very different.  The French empire was a long isolated strip in the interior 
of the continent.  One could not access that strip except at each end, and then only by the 
greatest herculean human efforts.  The mouth of the St. Lawrence is 3,000 miles from New 
Orleans.  On the other hand, the British colonies were all along the Atlantic coast, and were 
reached by ship from any number of good ports.  One cannot imagine the efforts it took to get a 
pound of musket balls to Fort Duquesne, let alone to the trading post on the ford of the Broad 
River.  The industrial revolution had come to Britain, while France was still turning out supplies 
by the cottage industry.  Britain had the largest navy in the world.  It was their navy that finally 
snuffed out Louisbourg, and then made the amphibious assault on Quebec possible.  France had 
just fought a continental war with Prussia, the War of Austrian Succession, and was exhausted 
when the war in North America began.  Perhaps, France had aspired to too much when it sought 
to take on Britain over the interior of North America.  It is surprising how inept Britain had been 
in prosecuting the war at the beginning. 
 
 The human consequences of the war are unparalleled in human history.  For practical 
purposes the native population of half a continent was wiped out by disease.  The societal and 
economic devastation is hard to comprehend.  The only ‘natives’ left were those who had Old 
World genes.  Even mass dislocations of the early European populations were common.  The 
French of the Maritimes wound up in Louisiana.  The Germans and many Scots-Irish were driven 
from the Valley of Virginia into the Yadkin of North Carolina, where they intermarried with each 
other as well as with Spanish who had been left behind in the 1587 evacuation before the Spanish 
Armada.  Their descendants became the core population of the Appalachian region.  Some of the 
Kerrs moved from Kerr’s Creek to the Yadkin, where the spelling shifted to Carr.  Some of these 
wound up in East Tennessee.  Some of the Gilmores / Gilmers moved to Elk Garden, Russell Co., 
Va.  High above this cove a reborn Loop stands sentinel.  The Dickensons abound in far Southwest 
Virginia, where there is a county named after them. 
 
 Since the seeds left by the French and Indian War were the root causes of the American 
Revolution, it seems likely that that war would not have happened, or at least not have unfolded 
when and how it did.  Since that Revolution was “the shot heard around the world” one wonders 
if all the revolutions that swept the world thereafter would have happened.  One wonders if the 
country of Canada would exist.  One wonders if a strong representative democracy would have 
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developed as a role model for the world to follow or not.  One wonders about the lost world of 
The Last of the Mohigans. 
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Chuck Hamilton 
https://www.chattanoogan.com/2014/9/20/284720/Origin-of-the-Cherokee---Part-3-of-5.aspx 
 
11 – French settlement in Canada 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_France 
 
12 – Battle of Lake Kashagawigamog 
Https://www.lko.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Lake-Plan-Report-Final.pdf 
 
13 – the Mingo 
Fleenor, Lawrence J. – Athawominee, The Great Warrior’s Path  pg. 13 
 
14 – the Joliet and Marquitte, and the La Salle Expeditions 
Wikipedia 
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS520 
 
15 – The French Mississippi Co. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_Company 
 
16 – Lead Plate Expedition 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Joseph_Céloron_de_Blainville 
 
17 – the Ohio and Loyal Companies 
Fleenor, Lawrence – “Southwestern Virginia and the Revolutionary War” 
Mountain Empire Community College and the Southwest Virginia Museum and Historical State 
Park 
 
18 – “Journal of Christopher Gist” 
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/_Topics/hist
ory/_Texts/SUMASV/Gist*.html 
 
19 – the low portage between Lake Erie and the headwaters of the Monogahela River 
The West Virginia Enyclopedia 
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2114 
 
20 – Muskingum River 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muskingum_River 
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21 – the portage route between the drainage systems of the Great Lakes / St. Lawrence River and 
the Mississippi Valley 
The appropriate USGS topographic maps  
https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/basic/?basemap=b1&category=histtopo,ustopo&title=Map%2
0View#startUp 
 
22 – English conquest of the Dutch colony of New Holland (present New York State) in 1665 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_New_York_City_(1665–1783) 
 
23 – John Frazier’s trading post at Venango 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fraser_(frontiersman) 
 
24 - – Fort Le Boeuf 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Le_Boeuf 
 
25 - Founding of Georgia 
https://www.founderspatriots.org/articles/georgia.php 
 
26 – Savannahs leave the Savannah River 
https://www.carolana.com/Carolina/Native_Americans/native_americans_shawnee.html 
 
27 – German settlement in the Valley of Virginia 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/THE_GERMANS.pdf 
 
28 – Scots-Irish settlement in the Valley of Virginia 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/THE_GERMANS.pdf 
 
29 – Draper’s Meadow 
Mays, Ryan S. – “The Draper’s Meadows Settlement (1746-1756) Part II” 
 
30 – Dunkard’s Bottom 
https://danielboonetrail.com/history-perspectives/fort-frederick/ 
 
31 – Dunkard’s Bottom Village 
Fleenor, Lawrence J. – “Monolog for the Point Pleasant Tour” on file at the Southwest Virginia 
Museum and Historical State Park in Big Stone Gap, Va. 
 
32 – Kerr’s Creek 
Fleenor, Lawrence J. - 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/THE%20KERR%20CREEK%20MASSACRES.pdf 
 
33 – Tazewell and area 
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Fleenor, Lawrence J. – The Forts of the Holston Militia chapter 12 
 
34 - Charles St. Clair (Sinclair) & Sinclair’s Bottoms 
Lynne Sinclair and Sinclair Stories 
https://sinclairpioneers.wordpress.com/charles-of-sinclair-bottom/ 
 
35 – James Patton’s Town House 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/JAMES%20PATTON.pdf 
 
36 – origin on the name ‘Ronceverte’ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronceverte,_West_Virginia 
 
37 - "US Board on Geographic Names". United States Geological Survey. 2007-10-25. 
 
38 – Lawrence and Augustine Washington 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_Washington_Jr. 
 
39 – Andrew Lewis 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Lewis_(soldier) 
 
40 - Cumberland Road 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Road 
 
41 – Ohio Company 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_Company 
 
42 – Treaty of Logstown 
http://treatiesportal.unl.edu/earlytreaties/treaty.00004.html 
 
43 – Washington’s trip to Fort Le Boeuf 
https://historybecauseitshere.weebly.com/george-washington-travels-french-creek-to-fort-le-
boeuf.html 
 
44 – the Niagara portage 
https://www.patcamallierebooks.com/2016/10/the-niagara-falls-portage/ 
 
45 – the Battle of Jumonville Glen and of Great Meadows 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jumonville_Glen 
 
46 - ditto 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 
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https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Jumonville-Glen 
 
47 – French and Indian War 
Wikipedia 
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03FYz_hrVK7U5XfhOQDoiixQ_4tpw%3A15971843
01305&source=hp&ei=LRkzX4nBD8ik_Qbvl7voBQ&q=French+and+Indian+War&oq=French+and
+Indian+War&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgI
IADICCAA6DQguEMcBEK8BECcQkwI6BAgjECc6BwgAELEDEEM6EAguELEDEIMBEMcBEKMCEEM6
CAgAELEDEIMBOggILhDHARCjAjoKCAAQsQMQgwEQQzoICC4QsQMQgwE6CAguEMcBEK8BOgQI
ABBDOgsDuqAcAB4AIABbYgBjw2SAQQyMC4xmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpeg&sclient=psy-
ab&ved=0ahUKEwjJi6uXl5TrAhVIUt8KHe_LDl0Q4dUDCAw&uact=5 
 
48 – Fort Duquesne 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Duquesne 
 
49 – French Lick, French Broad 
Ball, Bonnie – The Melungeons 
 
50 – Summers, Lewis Preston – The History of Southwest Virginia and Washington County 
 
51 – causalities on the Holston River 1774-75 
Wadell, Joseph A. “The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography” vol. 2 #4 – published by the 
Virginia Historical Society 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4241848?seq=3#metadata_info_tab_contents 
 
52 – Fleenor, Lawrence – Athawominee, The Great Warrior’s Path 
 
53  – Stahlnacker 
Geni.com 
https://www.geni.com/people/Captain-Samuel-Stalnaker/6000000023925892202 
 
54 – Battle of the Monongahela 
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-
monongahela/ 
 
55 - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Monongahela 
 
56 – Howard, Mordicia 
Fleenor, Lawrence & Carter, Dale – Forts of the Holston Militia 
 
57 – Mullins shooting Braddock 
Sutherland, Elihu Jasper – Pioneer Recollections of Southwest Virginia 
 
58 – Mid New River Traffic Circle 
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http://bigstonegappublishing.net/THE%20MIDNEW%20RIVER%20TRAFFIC%20CIRCLE.pdf 
 
59 – Price’s Turnpike 
https://danielboonetrail.com/history-perspectives/prices-turnpike/ 
 
60 – James Patton and the Loyal Company 
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/JAMES%20PATTON.pdf 
 
61 – Draper’s Meadows 
Mays, Ryan S. – “The Smithfield Review” – vol. 19, 2015 
“The Draper’s Meadows Settlement (1746-1756) Part II” 
https://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/bitstream/handle/10919/88235/SR_v19_mays.pdf?sequence=1&
isAllowed=y 
 
62 – “Fort Frederick” 
– Fleenor, Lawrence J. -  
Tour of Point Pleasant – Southwest Virginia Museum and Historical State Park 
 
63 – “War, and War Creek, West Virginia 
Fleenor, Lawrence J.   
http://bigstonegappublishing.net/WAR%20WEST%20VIRGINIA.pdf 
 
64 - Washington’s Forts in West Virginia 
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2069 
 
65 – The war in WVA 
Chandler, Julian Alvin Carroll & Fleming, Walter Lynwood – The South in the Building of the 
Nation:  a History of the Southern States … 
http://genealogytrails.com/wva/military/forts.html 
 
66 – the Siege of Lousibourg 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortress_of_Louisbourg 
 
67 – The Forbes’ Expedition against Fort Duquesne 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbes_Expedition 
 
68 – Battle of the Plains of Abraham 
Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Plains_of_Abraham 
 
69 – Pontiac’s Rebellion 
Wikipedia 
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https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/pontiacs-rebellion-begins 
 
70 – Battle of the Thames 
Wikipedia 
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02T1V_nVtEaH_o7BhonrU7v-
P9b0Q%3A1597358289542&source=hp&ei=0cA1X-
PsHa6RggfPrLTwCA&q=Battle+of+the+Thames+Ontario&oq=Battle+of+the+Thames+Ontario&g
s_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIFCCEQoAE6BAgjECc6BAguECc6BQgAEJECOgsILhCxAxDHARCjAjoICC4Qx
wEQowI6CAgAELEDEIMBOgcIABAUEIcCOg4ILhCxAxCDARDHARCjAjoKCAAQsQMQFBCHAjoFCAA
QsQM6AggAOgUILhCxAzoCCC46BggAEBYQHjoICAAQFhAKEB46BwghEAoQoAFQgwxYqW5gy3Ro
AXAAeACAAZsBiAH_E5IBBDI2LjOYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6&sclient=psy-
ab&ved=0ahUKEwijmbKrn5nrAhWuiOAKHU8WDY4Q4dUDCAw&uact=5 


