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THREE	NEWLY	PLOTTED	LAND	GRANTS	CONFIRM	THE		
LOCATION	IN	SOUTHWEST	VIRGINIA	OF	THE	GREAT	WARRIOR’S	PATH	
TO	KENTUCKY,	AND	DOCUMENT	TWO	OF	THE	OLD	NAMES	FOR	IT	
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JOHN	FLEMMING’S	1796	23,755	ACRE	GRANT	
	

LO	32553	
	

	 A	grant	 this	 size	 immediately	gets	your	attention.	 	When	you	also	discover	
that	this	same	man	(surname	also	spelled	Fleming)	in	the	same	year	bought	a	total	
of	205,971	acres	of	mountainous	land	in	the	Great	Valley	of	Virginia,	which	included	
97,937	acres	in	Holston	and	Clinch	Valleys,	one	gets	very	curious.		Obviously	he	was	
a	very	rich	man,	and	probably	a	comparatively	young	one,	as	he	thought	he	had	the	
life	expectancy	to	invest	cash	in	long	term	speculations	on	unimproved	land.		Such	a	
scenario	suggests	inherited	wealth.		One	would	think	that	such	a	man	could	be	easily	
identified.		Such	has	proved	to	not	be	the	case.	
	

	
	
	 Court	 records	 indicate	 that	 there	were	Flemings	 living	 in	Lee	and	what	are	
now	Dickenson	and	Wise	Counties	very	early	on.		None	suggest	a	man	of	the	above	
description.		Seemingly	we	are	dealing	with	an	absentee	land	speculator.	
	

The	 Flemings	 rank	 high	 among	 the	 First	 Families	 of	 Virginia.	 	 The	 name	
designates	a	person	from	Flanders,	Belgium.		Some	of	this	family	came	with	William	
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the	Conqueror	 to	England	and	 to	 Ireland,	 and	 later	 to	Virginia	 in	 the	1600’s.	 	Col.	
William	 Fleming	 lived	 in	 Roanoke	 County,	 Virginia,	 and	 fought	 in	 the	 French	 and	
Indian	War	as	well	as	at	Point	Pleasant	in	1774.	 	There	is	a	high	school	named	for	
him	in	Roanoke.		However,	there	seems	to	be	no	suitable	‘Johns’	in	his	lineage.	
	
	 The	 first	 name	 “John”	 appears	 repeatedly	 in	 all	 the	 various	 lines	 of	 this	
family.	 	Perhaps	the	most	 likely	one	of	them	to	have	been	the	purchaser	of	all	 this	
real	 estate	 would	 be	 John	 (birth	 and	 death	 dates	 are	 unknown,	 and	 his	 age	 is	
estimated	from	that	of	his	father),	who	was	descended	from	Sir	Thomas	Fleming.		A	
man	 of	 this	 line	married	 the	 granddaughter	 of	 John	 Rolfe	 and	 Pocahontas.	 	 	 The	
‘John’	of	this	line	of	descent	would	be	the	son	of	Col.	Tarleton	Fleming,	whose	wife	
had	been	a	Randolph.		At	the	Col’s.	death	he	had	an	estate	worth	Thirteen	thousand,	
six	 hundred	 forty	 six	 English	 Pounds	 Sterling.	 	 Frustratingly,	 the	 Fleming	
genealogies	give	no	more	data	on	this	John.		But	as	Tarleton	died	in	1778	this	would	
have	provided	his	son	John	with	enough	cash	to	have	made	his	massive	investments	
in	1796.		No	other	known	John	Fleming	meets	the	age	and	financial	requirements	to	
have	been	the	real	estate	speculator.		We	have	no	information	on	what	happened	to	
this	‘John	Flemming’,	nor	to	his	estate.	
	
	 The	tract	of	land	identified	as	LO	32553	ran	from	Gate	City,	Virginia,	to	the	
site	of	the	old	Rail	Road	Depot	at	Speer’s	Ferry,	down	the	Clinch	River	Knobs	on	its	
west	bank	to	the	State	Line	with	Tennessee	(which	the	grant	identifies	as	‘Walker’s	
Line),	and	east	2/3rds	the	way	to	Morrison	City,	and	then	cut	northeast	to	just	west	
of	Weber	City,	and	then	back	to	Gate	City.			
	
	 Importantly,	one	 of	 the	 survey	 corners	 is	 labeled	 as	 “by	 a	 sink	 hole	on	 the	
northwest	 side	of	 the	Old	Kentucky	Trace”.	 	 	 The	 survey	 line	 to	 its	 east	 is	 further	
identified	as	“crossing	Troublesome	Creek”.		This	allows	accurate	placement	of	this	
survey	 call	 as	 being	 on	 the	 tip	 of	 the	 hill	 just	 to	 the	west	 of	 the	 old	 depot	 at	 the	
mouth	of	Robinette	Valley,	up	which	the	Wilderness	Road	progressed.	
	
	 ‘Trace’	in	this	context	is	an	archaic	word	for	a	trail	or	path.		The	most	famous	
trace	in	the	United	States	is	the	Natchez	Trace	that	ran	from	Natchez,	Mississippi	to	
Nashville,	Tennessee.	 	The	name	 ‘trace’	was	 and	 is	 in	 common	usage	 in	Kentucky.			
The	 path	 of	 the	 Long	 Hunters	 in	 Virginia	 is	 known	 as	 the	 ‘Hunter’s	 Trace’.	 The	
author	 is	 aware	 of	 only	 one	 other	 example	 (Joseph	 Martin	 in	 Powell’s	 Valley	 in	
current	Lee	county	–	LO	15256)	of	its	use	in	Virginia’s	land	grants	records,	though	
it	is	in	use	in	West	Virginia.	
	
	 ‘Walker’s	Line’	is	an	interesting	bit	of	history.		In	colonial	times	the	boundary	
between	Virginia	and	North	Carolina	was	defined	by	law	as	a	certain	line	of	latitude	
running	due	west.	 	A	 line	due	west	could	only	be	determined	either	by	a	 compass	
bearing,	 or	 by	 very	 difficult	 and	 time	 consuming	 celestial	 observations	 and	
calculations.	 	Few	surveyors	were	capable	of	this	process,	and	even	fewer	took	the	
time	to	do	them.		The	state	line	thus	determined	by	compass	was	fairly	accurate	all	
the	way	to	the	beginning	of	the	watersheds	of	the	New	and	Holston	Rivers.		At	this	
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point	 the	 surveyors,	 unbeknownst	 to	 them,	 encountered	 numerous	 intermittent	
deposits	of	iron	ore,	which	was	magnetized	by	the	earth’s	magnetic	field	and	which	
deflected	the	compass’s	needle	significantly.			
	
	 By	various	surveys,	both	formal	and	informal,	the	state	line	had	been	run	all	
the	way	as	far	south	as	Sevierville,	Tennessee,	and	as	far	north	as	the	south	side	of	
Clinch	Mountain.		As	the	States	of	Tennessee	and	Kentucky	were	carved	out	of	North	
Carolina	and	Virginia	their	lines	separating	them	were	affected.		Dr.	Thomas	Walker	
was	commissioned	by	the	Commonwealth	of	Virginia	to	run	the	line	in	the	Holston	
Valley.	 	 It	was	 later	 determined	 to	have	 been	 placed	 two	miles	 further	north	 into	
Virginia	 and	 Kentucky	 than	 that	 placement	 proscribed	 by	 law.	 	 Kentucky	 sued	
Tennessee	over	 this	 issue.	 	The	problem	was	 negotiated	 so	 that	Virginia	 accepted	
Walker’s	 Line,	 but	 the	 line	 between	 Kentucky	 and	 Tennessee	 was	 moved	 to	 the	
south	to	reflect	the	line	as	defined	by	the	Colonial	law.			
	
	
	
	

ROBERT	INNIS’S	1787	1000	ACRE	GRANT	
	

LO9618	
	

	
	 This	 land	grant	 is	significant	 for	several	reasons.	 	 It	contains	 land	currently	
incorporated	 within	 the	 Natural	 Tunnel	 State	 Park.	 	 Its	 first	 survey	 line	 call	 is	
“crossing	 the	 branch	 of	 Stock	 Creek	 that	 the	 Kentucky	 Road	 goes	 up”.	 	 Thus	 it	
confirms	the	placement	of	the	Great	Warrior’s	Path,	and	confirms	yet	another	name	
for	 that	 historic	 feature.	 	 It	 also	 confirms	 the	 location	 of	 one	 of	 several	 salt	 lick	
springs	in	the	Duffield	area,	with	“the	Flatt	Lick”	being	identified	under	the	current	
railroad	track	fill	northeast	of	Duffield,	as	well	as	giving	us	the	frontier	name	for	the	
stream	in	that	hollow,	which	it	refers	to	as	“Lick	Run”.		It	confirms	that	State	Route	#	
650,	which	 starts	 at	 the	 Rainbow	 Bridge	 and	 goes	 by	 the	 Anderson	 Block	 House	
within	the	confines	of	the	Park,	as	being	the	“Clinch	Road”,	and	not	as	having	been	a	
segment	of	the	Wilderness	Trail	itself.		This	reference	is	to	what	today	is	referred	to	
as	“the	Clinch	Valley	Route	of	the	Wilderness	Trail”.	
	
	 The	map	of	 the	plot	 of	 this	 grant	also	 shows	 the	alternate	 route	across	 the	
“Devil’s	Race	Path”.	
	
	 Several	members	 of	 the	 Innes	 (correct	 spelling	 of	 the	 “Innis”	 listed	 on	 the	
land	grant)	clan	of	Scotland	moved	to	Virginia.		There	are	several	Robert	Innes’s	in	
Virginia	and	Kentucky	records,	and	are	easily	confused.		The	one	who	is	most	likely	
to	have	been	the	purchaser	of	LO	9618	is	Robert	Innes,	Sr.,	whose	father	was	Hugh,	
and	whose	immigrant	grandfather	was	James.		He	was	the	father	of	Robert,	Jr.			
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This	 Robert	 Innes,	 Sr.	 was	 born	 in	 Pittsylvania	 County	 in	 about	 1772,	 and	
died	 in	 Lexington,	 Kentucky	 Dec.	 15,	 1865.	 	 His	 first	 wife	 was	 Tabitha,	 and	 his	
second	one	Catherine	(records	give	two	different	maiden	names	for	her).		Robert	in	
1800	was	a	member	of	 the	 “State	Corresponding	Committee”	 for	Franklin	County,	
Virginia.		Both	Robert	and	his	father,	Hugh,	were	land	speculators	in	Virginia	and	in	
Kentucky.	 	 There	 is	 no	 reason	 to	 believe	 that	 Robert	 ever	 lived	 on	 LO	9618.	 	He	
likely	bought	 it	because	 it	 contained	 such	a	 length	of	 the	Kentucky	Road,	 and	was	
therefore	an	excellent	speculation.	
	
	 His	 father,	Hugh,	was	Sheriff	of	Henry	County,	Virginia	 in	1780.	 	He	bought	
some	property	from	John	Donelson	(of	Donelson’s	Indian	Line	fame)	when	Donelson	
moved	to	Tennessee.			
	
	

BENJAMIN	SAY’S	1787	10,000	ACRE	GRANT	
	

LO	–	8510	
	

The	route	of	the	Warrior’s	Path,	or	the	Wilderness	Road,	between	Jonesville	
and	Rose	Hill,	Virginia	has	been	previously	documented	only	by	an	entry	of	April	26,	
1779	 in	 the	 Journal	 of	 Governor	 Henry	 “Hair	 Buyer”	 Hamilton	 in	 which	 he	
documents	 spending	 that	 night	 camped	 at	 Natural	 Bridge,	 which	 is	 southwest	 of	
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Jonesville	on	State	Route	#662.		Prior	to	that	discovery,	US	58	had	been	said	to	have	
been	the	route	of	the	Wilderness	Road.	
	
	 Discovery	of	the	grant	of	10,000	acres	on	“both	sides	of	the	Kentucky	Road”	
Land	Office	(LO)	8510	to	Benjamin	Say	in	1787	finally	provides	land	grant	survey	
documentation	that	the	route	over	Natural	Bridge	and	on	to	State	661	(River	Road)	
is	 correct.	 	 The	 description	 of	 the	 metes	 and	 bounds	 of	 this	 grant	 gives	 the	
information	that	it	was	located	on	both	sides	of	the	Kentucky	Road,	it	was	in	Powell	
Valley,	north	of	Powell	River,	 shared	a	 corner	with	an	unidentified	 tract	of	 Joseph	
Martin,	went	around	‘Willson’s	Land’,	and	touched	two	tracts	of	William	Anderson.	
	
	 It	is	known	that	Joseph	Martin	had	tracts	down	Martin’s	Creek	from	Rose	Hill	
(Martin’s	 Old	 or	 Upper	 Station)	 on	 the	way	 to	 the	 river,	 and	 that	 the	Wilderness	
Trail	passed	over	Wilson	Hill	on	State	Route	#855	(Wilson	Hill	Road).		Two	grants	to	
William	Anderson	(LO	Q399	&	Z161),	were	identified	from	the	Land	Grants	on	line	
at	the	Library	of	Virginia,	which	shared	lines	with	Say,	and	which	served	to	assist	in	
locating	Say	on	a	modern	topographic	map	of	this	general	area.	 	A	corner	of	LO	Z
161	 is	 situated	 on	 the	 north	 side	 of	 Wallen’s	 Ridge,	 and	 had	 the	 river	 passing	
through	 two	 of	 its	 lines.	 	 The	western	 line	 of	 LO	 Q399	 runs	 down	 Glade	 Spring	
Branch	(current	Yellow	Creek).		Line	‘FG’	of	Say	runs	down	the	river,	but	the	call	on	
the	 line	 running	 from	 ‘E’	 to	 ‘F’	 requires	 correcting	 a	 transcription	 error	 from	
N60E960P	to	S60E960P.	
	
	 Two	 items	of	 lost	 local	 lore	have	been	 retrieved	by	way	of	 the	 body	of	 the	
grant	to	LO	8510.		Corner	‘G’	is	said	to	have	been	‘nearly	opposite’	to	a	large	poplar	
known	as	‘Jereboam	Standing	in	the	Hurrican’.			
	
	 This	 is	 a	 complex	 reference	 to	 King	 Jeroboam	 referred	 in	 Kings	 II	 13:8	 &	
following,	 and	 in	Hosea	 8:7	where	 the	King	of	 Israel	was	 assailed	 by	 a	whirlwind	
because	of	his	wickednesses.	
	
	 The	second	item	of	interest	is	that	William	Anderson’s	LO	Z161	was	referred	
to	 in	both	Anderson’s	and	 in	Say’s	grants	as	“Buffaloe	Walks”.	 	One	would	assume	
that	the	hub	of	trails	coming	together	at	Beech	Grove	Church	near	the	center	of	LO	
Z161	were	old	buffalo	trails	long	before	Anderson	settled	there.	
	
	 White	Shoals	lie	within	LO	8510,	and	was	the	junction	of	the	Hunter’s	Trace	
with	 the	Wilderness	Trail.	 	The	Hunter’s	Trace	 comes	 toward	 the	Shoals	 from	 the	
southeast	 side	 of	 the	 river,	which	 it	 fords	 at	 the	 shoals,	 and	 joins	 the	Wilderness	
Trail	north	of	the	shoals.	
	
	 The	only	records	of	a	Benjamin	Say	in	Virginia	of	this	period	are	contained	in	
the	land	grants	on	file	at	the	Library	of	Virginia.	 	Dr.	Benjamin	Say	was	a	physician	
who	 was	 very	 active	 in	 Pennsylvania	 and	 Philadelphia	 affairs	 during	 this	 time	
period.	 	 He	 was	 a	 protégé	 of	 Dr.	 Benjamin	 Rush,	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Pennsylvania	
Abolitionist	 Society,	 and	 part	 owner	 of	 the	 real	 estate	 speculation	 company,	 the	
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Delaware	Company.		In	the	same	time	period	he	bought	tens	of	thousands	of	acres	of	
land	 in	what	are	now	Virginia,	West	Virginia,	and	Kentucky.	 	There	is	no	record	of	
his	ever	having	been	in	these	states.		He	bought	land	warrants	in	his	own	behalf,	and	
also	on	the	secondary	market.	
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