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YT OEA p peoryd I0becarad cGnecerned about the French settlement
in the Mississippi River Valley, which included the Ohio, the New, and the Tennessee
Rivers. To counter this development, he encouraged British settlement in Western
Virginia, which included the pre®nt states of West Virginia and Kentucky. He set up
the Loyal Company, to which he gave massive land grants. This company was
owned and controlled by the Virginia colonial upper crust, often referred to as the
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Company, and its major owners and managers tended to be neighbors of his, coming
from the general area around Orange & Culpeper, Virginia. Among them were the
Tate and Preston families.

Concerning the Tates, thex was Col. John, who had a land grant and fort at
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Fort at Rye Cove, and moved on to Fort Blackmore, and Fort Houston, before going
on to build his own fort. His brother,Henry, was part owner of the Loyal Company.

Peter La Foucate (16501695) was brought to Maryland as an indenture as
an eleven year old child. He was a French Huguenot reputedly from Normandy, and
died in Baltimore, Maryland. Family tradition holds ttat they came originally from
Alsace, a story compatible with the known history of the Huguenots.
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at Tumbez on Big Moccasin Creek. These include Benjamin, Zachariah Senior,
Colbert, and Matry.

~ Mary married Simon Oxgr (Auxier, Oscher). Simon was attacked by Indians o
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The present Fugate Farnmof Rye Cove, Virginias made up of portions of
several original land grants. The first washat of Robert Preston, LO-B6, of 1783.
He was a surveyor for the Loyal Co., and was a relative of General Francis Preston, a
major owner of the Salt Works at Saltville. Thomas Tate, brother of John and Henry,
bought LO 41423 in 1791. One sees in tlee events that the FFV coveted the rich
karst of Rye Cove, named after the old term for the native prairie grass that throve
here, blue stem.
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Big Moccasin Creek (LO 4381) in 1798. Colbert, as he lagying, bought a farm in
Rye Cove for his son Zachariah. The faralready had a log cabin on it. A newer log
cabin still stands as the central core of the Fugate Mansion House.
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local Confederate cavalry or mounted rifle regiment that underwent sevetaname
changes during the War. He fought in the invasion of Kentucky in 1862, at Green
Hill in Lee County, and at the Battle of Saltville in 1864. He rose to the rank of
sergeant. After the War he was sheriff of Scott Co.

During the War the Fugatdamily moved their slaves into the mansion house,
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the son of a well known proUnion newspaper editor from Louisville Ky. Clarence
joined the Confederates, and was placed itharge of a group that was stationed in
Lower Castlewood, with the purpose of defending against Union invasion. One day
he slipped off and visited his father in Louisville, and was captured. His father
successfully got Lincoln to release him. Prentiaeturned to Castlewood, where his
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supplied with food and bedding forage in Scott County. The Fugate women and
slaves builta secret conpartment in the Fugate Mansion lduse to protect their food,
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went to asleep around a camp fire, and the local ladies from whom they had stolen
supplies, surrounded them. Each lady selected a sleeping man, and upon signal,
bashed his brains out with a hickory maul. They took their food and bedding and
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After the war, the Fugate slaves remained with the Fugates for a year, and
then moved to Rogersville.

The Social Structure of the People
Living on the Fugate Farm



Society in the Appalachian area at that time was a thraeered caste system.
The three layers of that system were the White planter class, the tenant farmer
class, and on the bottony the Blacks. The tenant farmer group was more varied,
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after the war most SoutA OT AT 11 ACAO AT A O1 EOAOOGEOEAO

31 OOEAOT 3T AETITTcuUudh xEEAE OAOEAxAA AO 1 AT C

classes. Who the White planters were is generally understood, and the same is true
of the Blacks. But the tenant farmr class is poorly or incorrectly undestood.
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taught the authorhow to mow hay with horses, and to rake it with a dump rake, and

how to put it up into the barn loft. He taught himto play cards, and tried to teach

him to smoke. The author grew up hearing higamily talk of tenant farmers all his
AEE]I AET T A8 ) T A A A fobr sefsxof grehit gran® gafentsAadddermned 6 O
from tenant farmer families. In order to check out hisunderstanding of the subject,

he reviewed what heknew with both the Fugates and the Lastersf the Duff House

1T 7A1 1T AlAiaQreet Cofnfidiely. Bruce Robinettewho grew up as a tenant
farmer, and Aaron Davih xET EAO A - A O Och&d dvadémic@@d A E1
added a greater breadth of knowledge and understanding. It is important to
understand the tenant farmer class as they fit in that caste system between the
planters and the Blacks.

The term evolved, and changed significantly by th€ivil War. The most basic
AAEFET EOGET T AACET O AU OAUET ¢ OEAO OOAT AT 06
War this is want it meant. It was straightforward. The major farms operated on two
different economic and social paradigms. The better lahin the bottoms was
farmed using slave labor. Slave labor became unprofitable in Virginia, and in 1830 a
subcommittee of the General Assembly lacked one vote getting a bill presented to
the Assembly as a whole that outlawed slavery. It was the inventiasf the cotton
gin that breathed new life into that institution in Virginia. While cotton was never
grown commercially in the Commonwealth, selling slaves to the cotton belt in the
Deep South returned slavery to profitability in Virginia. Recall that thémportation
of slaves became unconstitutional in 1808.

The edges of the bottomlands of the plantations were in the hills and
mountains. Slave labor just did not function well in these areas, so the planters
rented these regions as small farms to tenast As an average statement, these
tenants were from a different ethnic group than the planters. They had significant
lineage from the Spanish Moorish slaves of the Spanish colony in North Carolina and
Tennessee. The Spanish government had abandoned them 1587 when that
government withdrew to St. Augustine, Florida in anticipation of the planned
invasion of England by the Spanish Armada the next year. German pietists had
intermarried extensively with these former Spanish slaves. These pietists had ma;
theological problems with slavery. Of course, being former slaves themselves, the
descendants of the Spanish Moors hated the institution itself. Before the war broke
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Union.

These Moors had originated in the mountains of Morocco, and the southern
mountains of Span. In the Appalachian area they instinctively settled in the most
mountainous areas. They did not farm in the same sense as the planters, but rather
practiced a huntergather life style more similar to that of the Indians. To be sure,
they kept a cow @ two, and a mule, and tilled enough corn and hay to get by, but
they did not farm huge fields like the planters.

Before the war, some of the tenants also worked as hired hands for the
plantation owners, and in this capacity they labored in the fields wit the slaves.
Some tenants became wealthy enough to own slaves, themselves. The psychological
relationships between the tenant farmers and the slaves became very complex and
contradictory. There was much jealousy, as these two groups were competing with
each other for a certain place in society.

After the Civil War most of the slaves left. The degree of willingness with
which they did so varied greatly. In some cases they left with enthusiasm. In the
cases of both the Duffs and the Fugates, the pangi was done with some degree of
regret. The former Fugate slaves stayed in Rye Cove for a year before they moved to
Rogersville, Tennessee. With the removal of slave selling as the basis for viability of
the institution in Virginia, the former slaves coud not be fed by a continuation, even
under a different economic system, on their former plantations. Some of the former
Duff slaves asked if they could stay, but were told to leave. In some cases, their
former owners offered them the choice to leave, oto stay as compensated farm
labors. This arrangement could take on different aspects of the tenant farmer, or of
the sharecropper economic models. In some cases, they even wound up owning the
farms on which they had formerly been slaves. In most caséisey left.

With startling quickness, the role played by the departed slaves was assumed
by the tenant farmers. However, the economic relationship between the former
pi AT OAGETT 1T x1AdOh 11x EOOO A OFEAOI AOER AT,
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decisions about what to do. He moved onto the bottomland farms, often actually
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cash, but swapped higabor for a shack and a small stipend. He lost his discretion
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but he was no longer a renter.

It should be noted that the economic arrangements between the hiring farm
owner and the tenant famer varied considerably, and werenegotiable. The tenants
became very mobile, frequently changing locations annually. They were so mobile
that in later years the government classified them as migrant workers.



There was always tesion between these three classes. Most interesting, and
most often written about in scholarly articles, was the mindset of the tenant farmer
class. They often had been on opposite sides from their farmer bosses during the
Civil War. They changed locatias very frequently, and their huntergather habits
were deemed by theiré D1 T UAOO AO AAET&E8 OOEEAOI AGO AT A 1
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had a psychological need to make it plain to everyone that they were superior to
someone, and the only available candidates were the Blacks. Much of the White
against Black violence of the Jim Crow era came from the tenant farmer clas3n
the other hand, their ancestors having been slaves once themselves, they had
Oui PAOEU A1 O OEA "1 AAEOh Al A-AABDRAAAT BAOAI
relationships with the Black Communities that was impossible for the former
Planter class.

It was important, during the era of the tenant farmer, to preserve the
boundaries among the classes. It would greatly upset a tenant farmer to be
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scholarly articles commit this sin. A hied hand was beneath the tenant farmer. He )
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worked only during the peak seasons of demand. The typical wage in the post Civil

War period for a hired hand to hoe corn from dawnad dusk was fifty cents and a

lunch of cold cornbread and buttermilk. A sharecropper most commonly lived in
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farm, and was given the wherewithal to farm, such as seed anettilizer. He made

his own decisions about farming, and at harvest he shared the fruits of his labor

with his boss. On the surface, this would seem to justify a higher status in the caste

system than the tenant farmer, but such was not the case.

The ungoken truth of the matter of animosity between the tenant farmer
and the sharecropper was that these terms denoted not only different competing
economic systems, but also a matter of skin color. Caucasians of Spanish descent
could be fairly dark complexicned, and were sometimes mistaken for mulattoes.
Exceptions existed, but as a general statement tenant farmers were of some Spanish
descent, and the sharecroppers more likely were Black.

All these socioeconomic systems died a natural death in mid Twentfet

Centuy. Itis the goal of this essayo assist in the understanding of how this society
functioned in the Appalachian area.

The Land Titles



The land title business in Southwest Virginia has been the purview of the
First Families of Virginia eversince King George |l had started the Loyal Company
just before the French and Indian War. The earlier the date of the land grant, and
the higher the quality of the soil, or its location on prominent routes of travel, the
more likely the owner was connecte to the FFV. Such is the case with the land that
one day came to be the Fugate Farm.

Rye Cove was a highly sought after destination for several reasons. It is karst
land, which means that it lies on limestone. Limestone is natural fertilizer, and the

abundance. The large wild game, such as buffaldk,eand deer throve insuch
| AOOOAI DHPAOOOOAOS 4EA Oxi1 |1 AET OAOOEITO 1A
Cove.

Rye Cove was so strategically located that it was first explored by members
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of 1774. In 1776 it was fortified, and a series of great battles and protracted sieges
were fought here. Though the fort held, the Cove was evacuated later that year, and
the area remained too dangerous for settlers to live in until after the Revolutionary
War in 1783.

The first land grant of land(LO F96) that was to be included in the Fugate
Farm was awarded in 1783 to Robert Preston. He is an outstanding example of the
FFV buying up the best land early on. Preston was one of the surveyors for the
Loyal Company, which was the major owner of land west of the James River Valley.
He also was sweyor for Washington and Montgomery Counties, of which Rye Cove
was once a part He was related to the owners of the Salt Works at Saltville.

The next series of grants (LO Q18, Q116, Q109, & P689) that were later to
be included within the Fugate Fam were awarded to William Nash. Virginia had
several men of that name in that era, most were of the same family. They were
neighbors of Dr. Thomas Walker, the head of the Loyal Company; and of General
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border between Culpepper and Orange CountyThe William Nash of significance to
the Fugate Farm likely was the 1Vth based on agéle was awarded LO €18 as his
settlement right, which he got because he held the position witthé Loyal Company
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important position was usually awarded to a well connected FFV, and such a person
held significant power and prestige. Certainly Nash picked for himself the best
lands in Rye Cove, lands which straddled the Clinch Valley route of the Wilderness
Road, especially the one that came to be used after wheeled vehicles began to travel
it. The dates of his tenure in Rye Cove are uncertain. Piest 8 O COAT 060 AT OT A
Ol OAEAO . AOESO OAOOI AT AT O OECEO xAO OOOOAUA,
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had left the region completely, and finished the process of buying his grsnin 1785
after he had eft. A William Nash got a granthear Lebanon in 1799 (LO 44331), and



a person of the same name about the same time period got grants on ElIk Horn
Creek, Kentucky and in Tennessee. He wound up in Missouri.

The Fugates, themselves, were well noected. They had lived in Eastern
Virginia for generations. Colbert Fugate married Hannahthe daughter of Col. John
4AOA T £ 4AOAGO &1 OO0 OEAO xAO 11T AAOCAA ET OEA
held a court office in Russell County. His brother ey Tate was part owner of the
Loyal Company. Another brother was Thomas Tate, who bought LO-423, which

became part of the Fugate Farm.

Colbert and Hannah had a child named Zachariah Fugate, and it was he that
bought the land in Rye Cove from the umlown purchaser of the original land grants
from Nash et al The Fugate Plantation buse wasbuilt after the Fugates bought the
property. It has been added onto several times, with the style of the last addition
being GreekRevival, which was popular fromabout 1850-1900.
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courthousesof Russell, Lee, or Scott Counties. In his will there is an explanation that
the county seats responsible for his land were changing too fast for him to bother
with this formality. In 1793 Lee County was formed from Russell, and then Scott
County was famed in 1814.

The Virginia Land Grants on line from the Library of Virginia cast confusion
on this standard genealogic story. Land grant 2287 was made in 1790 to one
Zachariah Fugate. This land grant is located on Big Moccasin Creek just south of
TumAAU AT A &OCAOA (Ei 1T h AT A #11AAOOBO COAT O
grant was made just two years after Abert and Hannah were married, and is the
same year usually designated as the date of birth of Zachariah, the son of Colbert
and Hannah. ltiseems to be too much to believe that Zachariah, the owner of LO-22
487, was not a close relative of Colbert, as they settled at about the same time in
essentially the same place. None of the available Fugate genealogies mention this
Zachariah.

The Fugags of Rye Cove

The First Fugate to move into Southwest Virginia was Colbert. He had been
born in Frederick County, Virginia in 1759, and had married a woman named
Katherine. She died at a time and place unknown, and Colbert begins to appear in
the records of Russell County about 1780. Col. John Tate had settled at the head of
Big Moccasin Creek in 177@9),and built a fort there in 1776 138 AEA #1171 1AI
brother was Henry Tate, who was part owner of the Loyal Company, the largest
landowner in Southwest Virginia in the colonial period. In 1788Colbert married the
daughter of Col. John Tate, Hannah. In 1798 get a land grant(LO 40-381), which
he had had surveyed in 1795for 100 acres on the had of Moccasin Creek They



soon built a house jst downstrA A1 /O I siFortatATOndtey, north of Fugate Hill.
Its description is as follows:

AThe home of Colbert & Hannah Fugate was built about 1786. Location near
Tumbez, sixteen miles southwest of Lebanon, Russell County and about three
quarters mi  le east of the Russell - Scott Co. line on Route 513 west of Fugate's
Hill. Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory of Russell County,

Virginia of 1937 listed and described the home as one of the few original log

houses remaining in Russell County, V irginia. Described as a two story double
log home, with roof and shingles. Six rooms, four in the main portion, and two

in the ell. The house was heated by large fireplaces in each room. Home is
described as well - made. The house has a long porch on the wes t front and a
smaller one in the rear of the building. There are two stone chimneys, one

large central chimney and smaller one on the ell. The foundation of the house

is of stone and underneath the house is a dug out cellar, with stone walls and

an outside entrance; the cellar has a dirt floor. The floors in the house are

of oak plank about four inches wide. Hannah and Isaac and his family continued

to reside in the house. It was sold after the death of Isacc's widow Jane in

1905, and remains occupied as a home in 1985. 0 (14)
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Overseer of a section of road in Russell Co., Constable, Deputy Sherriff, Tax Collector,
Road Surveyor, Levy Collector, and Member of the Virginia House c#l€gates. In
1793 he received a bounty for having killed a wolf.

Colbert was the first Fugate to be connected with Rye Cove. Colbert never
lived in Rye Cove, but paid for a farm there for his son, Zachariah. Rye Cove and the
head of Big Moccasin Cree&ire the width of Clinch Valley apart. The seller of the
farm, John Gibson, Sr., had gotten a land grant just south of Rye Cove (LG®EDH
for 234 acres in 1810. This grant touched the complex of grants to William Nash
I1TAAGAA O1 ' E A OibteddeBewhere dnGitishartichel & is Add known
whether Gibson had bought directly from Nash, or if there had been an intermediate
owner. Colbert became terminally ill in 1819, and wrote his will, an excerpt below
tells the story of the sale of what waso become the Fugate Farm of today:

il have given to my son Zachariah Fugate the plantation in Scott County which |

purchased of James Gibson Sen. who did not convey the same previous to his

death, some of his heirs have conveyed part of it to my said so n Zachariah &
myself. It is my will and | hereby bequeath to my said son Zachariah the said

plantation together with all the other property which | have advanced to him,

and desire that a complete conveyance be made to him of the said land by the

heirs and representatives of the said Gibson, or if they all not make the said

conveyance, that by a suitas ____ he compel them to do so. 0(8)

Colbert died later that year. Zachariah, and his wife Susan Seymore, became
OEA EEOOO &OCAOAOG O TEOA 11 OEA 2UA #1 OA
continuous family ownership that continues to this day. However, legal title to that
farm remained clouded until at least the time when he wrote his will, when he wrote
a note of explanation saying that he had never found it convenient to have legally
recorded his deedas).
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Parallel confirmation of this circumstance is contained in the will oflames
Gibson dated 213-1819, and on file in Gate City, Virginia, and which states that John
Gibson had sold 230 acres of his farm in Rye Cove to Colbert and Zachariah Fugate
for $1,200120).

The Fugates of today have been tolthat their Plantation House already
existed when their family bought the farm. The oldest architectural style involved in
the house construction excludes this. It likely was the place where Rufus B. Fugate,
the son of Zachariah and Susan, was born in 1828. As an adult he bec&merriff of
Scott County in 18594). During the Civil War he became sgh the 25h Reg. Va. Cav.
CSAw8 AEEO OTEO EO Al O ETTx1 AO 40ECCBO "4
Rangers. Prior to July 6, 1864 it had been known as the'2Reg.i). This unit is
known to have been stationed in Scott, Green, and Page Counties, and to have
participated in the 1862 invasion of Kentucky via Pound Gap under General
Humphrey Marshall. Later the unit was sent to Lee at Petersburg, but soon returned
to Green Hill in Lee County, where they fought a amnpaign against Union
partisanse). Ultimately they fought in the First Battle of Saltville.

While Rufus was away fighting for the Confederate Army, his wife Sarah Jane,
had to run the plantation alone. She pved the slaves into the house for
protection(ie). She had the slaves build a cleverly designed secret compartment
within the house to hide their food from foragers. They constructed a false ceiling in
the living room and hall, with a trap door to an uptirs bedroom, leaving a three
foot high space. Perversely, the soldiers that Sarah Jane had to protect her
household from were the Confederate troops of Clarence Prentice, who were more
or less permanently stationed in Lower Castlewood, tasked with theolp of
preventing Union invasion through the upper reaches of the Big Sandy River. We
ETT x OEAO EO xAO O00OAT OEAABO "1 UOG8 OEAO xAODf
any Federal troops in its borders. Not only did they forage for themselves, but als
to provide for the whore house that they maintainects). (see footnote at the end of
this essay)

With the freeing of the slaves at the end of the Civil War, the former Fugate
slaves remained voluntarily in Rye Cove for a year before moving to Roger&;
Tenn.

After Rufus, three generations of James Fugates lived in the Plantation House,
before the present J. Eand wife Donna,and Charlesand wife Annz each of whom
pulled a stint living in their ancestral house.

The Plantation House has becomihe focal point for family reunions of both
the White and the Black Fugates, the descendants of the former slages



LAND GRANTS AROUND THE FUGATE FARM | .
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THE FUGATE FARM LIES ROUGHLY IN THE CENTER OF THIS COMPLEX OF GRANTS,
WHICH IS PRIMARILY THE GRANTS OF WILLIAM NASH

LEGENDFOR MAP OF FUGATE FARM LAND GRANTS
2%&2%. #%3 ' 2% 4/ 4(% 6)2').)! 34! 4% ,)" 212983
Q118 z to William Nash as his settlement right dated June 1, 178% 400 acres

Q116 z to William Nash as part of his preemption warrantz dated Junel, 17857
465 acres

Q109 z to William Nash as part of his preemption warrantz dated June 1, 178%
343 acres

P-689 z to William Nash as part of his preemption warrantz dated June 1, 178%
160 Acres

41-423 z to Thomas Tatez Treasury warrant Z dated 1798 z 534 acres
[-96 7 to Robert Prestonz Treasury warrant z dated 1783z 320 acres

22-172 7 to Reuben Smithg Treasury warrant z dated 1780z 400 acres

10
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