
 1 

 THE FUGATE FARM OF RYE COVE, VIRGINIA 
ITS LAND TITLE ORIGINS 

& 
A HISTORY OF ITS OWNERS 

 
Revision of 11 -30-19 

Copyright 11-30-19 
 

By:  Lawrence J. Fleenor, Jr. 
Original Copyright and all rights reserved 

Big Stone Gap, Va. 24219 
6-27-17 

 
)Î ÔÈÅ ρχτπȭÓ +ÉÎÇ George II became concerned about the French settlement 

in the Mississippi River Valley, which included the Ohio, the New, and the Tennessee 
Rivers.  To counter this development, he encouraged British settlement in Western 
Virginia, which included the present states of West Virginia and Kentucky.  He set up 
the Loyal Company, to which he gave massive land grants.  This company was 
owned and controlled by the Virginia colonial upper crust, often referred to as the 
Ȱ&ÉÒÓÔ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÏÆ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȱ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ&&6ȱȢ  $ÒȢ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ 7ÁÌËÅÒ ÒÁÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÙÁÌ 
Company, and its major owners and managers tended to be neighbors of his, coming 
from the general area around Orange & Culpeper, Virginia.  Among them were the 
Tate and Preston families. 

 
Concerning the Tates, there was Col. John, who had a land grant and fort at 

ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ "ÉÇ -ÏÃÃÁÓÉÎ #ÒÅÅËȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ Á ÍÉÌÉÔÉÁÍÁÎȟ ÏÒ Á ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ ÁÔ #ÁÒÔÅÒȭÓ 
Fort at Rye Cove, and moved on to Fort Blackmore, and Fort Houston, before going 
on to build his own fort.  His brother, Henry, was part owner of the Loyal Company.   

 
Peter La Foucate (1650-1695) was brought to Maryland as an indenture as 

an eleven year old child.  He was a French Huguenot reputedly from Normandy, and 
died in Baltimore, Maryland.  Family tradition holds that they came originally from 
Alsace, a story compatible with the known history of the Huguenots. 

 
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÏÎȟ #ÁÐÔÁÉÎ *ÏÓÉÁÈ &ÕÇÁÔÅ ɉρφψψ-1757) lived at King George, Virginia.  
 
*ÏÓÉÁÈȭÓ ÓÏÎ *ÏÈÎ :ÁÃÈÁÒÉÁÈ &ÕÇÁÔÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ 3ÈÅÎÁÎÄÏÁÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ ÉÎ 

thÅ ρχυπȭÓȢ  3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔÉÅÒ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ #ÁÓÔÌÅ×ÏÏÄȟ 6ÁȢ ÁÎÄ 
at Tumbez on Big Moccasin Creek.  These include Benjamin, Zachariah Senior, 
Colbert, and Mary. 

 
Mary married Simon Oxer (Auxier, Oscher).  Simon was attacked by Indians 

ÉÎ ρχψσ ÁÔ (ÁÍÌÉÎȭÓ -ÉÌÌ ÉÎ #ÁÓÔÌÅ×ÏÏÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÓ ÅÓÃÁÐÅȢ   
 
 
 



 2 

The present Fugate Farm of Rye Cove, Virginia is made up of portions of 
several original land grants.  The first was that of Robert Preston, LO I-96, of 1783.  
He was a surveyor for the Loyal Co., and was a relative of General Francis Preston, a 
major owner of the Salt Works at Saltville.  Thomas Tate, brother of John and Henry, 
bought LO 41-423 in 1791.  One sees in these events that the FFV coveted the rich 
karst of Rye Cove, named after the old term for the native prairie grass that throve 
here, blue stem. 

 
#ÏÌÂÅÒÔ &ÕÇÁÔÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ #ÏÌȢ *ÏÈÎ 4ÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ (ÁÎÎÁÈȢ  !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÕÎÎÁÍÅÄ 

&ÕÇÁÔÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 4ÁÔÅȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈters.  Thus the Fugates became closely 
ÁÆÆÉÌÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &&6Ȣ  #ÏÌÂÅÒÔ ÁÎÄ (ÁÎÎÁÈ ÇÏÔ Á ÌÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÎÅÁÒ &ÕÇÁÔÅȭÓ (ÉÌÌ ÏÎ 
Big Moccasin Creek (LO 40-381) in 1798.  Colbert, as he lay dying, bought a farm in 
Rye Cove for his son Zachariah.  The farm already had a log cabin on it.  A newer log 
cabin still stands as the central core of the Fugate Mansion House. 

 
ZachÁÒÉÁÈȭÓ ÓÏÎ ×ÁÓ 2ÕÆÕÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒȢ  (Å ÊÏÉÎÅÄ Á 

local Confederate cavalry or mounted rifle regiment that underwent several name 
changes during the War.  He fought in the invasion of Kentucky in 1862, at Green 
Hill in Lee County, and at the Battle of Saltville in 1864.  He rose to the rank of 
sergeant.  After the War he was sheriff of Scott Co. 

 
During the War the Fugate family moved their slaves into the mansion house, 

ȰÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ×ÁÓ Ȱ0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȭÓ "ÏÙÓȱȢ  #ÌÁÒÅÎÃÅ 0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ 
the son of a well known proUnion newspaper editor from Louisville, Ky.  Clarence 
joined the Confederates, and was placed in charge of a group that was stationed in 
Lower Castlewood, with the purpose of defending against Union invasion.  One day 
he slipped off and visited his father in Louisville, and was captured.  His father 
successfully got Lincoln to release him.  Prentice returned to Castlewood, where his 
ȰÂÏÙÓȱ ÂÕÉÌÔ Á ×ÈÏÒÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÏÒ Á ȬÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÈÏÕÓÅȭ ÁÓ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ËÅÐÔ 
supplied with food and bedding foraged in Scott County.  The Fugate women and 
slaves built a secret compartment in the Fugate Mansion House to protect their food, 
ÂÅÄÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÖÅÓ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȟ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȭÓ "ÏÙÓȢ   

 
/ÎÅ ÄÁÙ 0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȭÓ "ÏÙÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÏÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ 3ÃÏÔÔ #ÏȢ  4ÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ 

went to asleep around a camp fire, and the local ladies from whom they had stolen 
supplies, surrounded them.  Each lady selected a sleeping man, and upon signal, 
bashed his brains out with a hickory maul.  They took their food and bedding and 
ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÈÏÍÅȢ   4ÈÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÒÙ ÔÈÅÎ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ 0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȭÓ ÃÁÍÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ȬÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÈÏÕÓÅȭȢ 

 
After the war, the Fugate slaves remained with the Fugates for a year, and 

then moved to Rogersville. 
 
 

The Social Structure of the People 
Living on the Fugate Farm 
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Society in the Appalachian area at that time was a three-tiered caste system.  

The three layers of that system were the White planter class, the tenant farmer 
class, and on the bottom ɀ the Blacks.  The tenant farmer group was more varied, 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȬÓÈÁÒÅ ÃÒÏÐÐÅÒÓȭȢ  &ÏÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ Á ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ 
after the war most SouthÅÒÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ Á ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÎ Ȭ2ÕÒÁÌ 
3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ 3ÏÃÉÏÌÏÇÙȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
classes.  Who the White planters were is generally understood, and the same is true 
of the Blacks.  But the tenant farmer class is poorly or incorrectly understood. 

 
!Ô ÁÇÅ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÔÅÎÁÎÔ ÆÁÒÍÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÂÕÄÄÙȢ  (Å 

taught the author how to mow hay with horses, and to rake it with a dump rake, and 
how to put it up into the barn loft.  He taught him to play cards, and tried to teach 
him to smoke.  The author grew up hearing his family talk of tenant farmers all his 
ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȢ  )ÎÄÅÅÄȟ Ô×Ï ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ four sets of great grand parents had come 
from tenant farmer families.  In order to check out his understanding of the subject, 
he reviewed what he knew with both the Fugates and the Lasters of the Duff House 
ÏÎ 7ÁÌÌÅÎȭÓ #ÒÅÅË.  All agreed completely.  Bruce Robinette, who grew up as a tenant 
farmer, and Aaron Davisȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ Á -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ Çeneral academic area, 
added a greater breadth of knowledge and understanding.  It is important to 
understand the tenant farmer class as they fit in that caste system between the 
planters and the Blacks.   

 
The term evolved, and changed significantly by the Civil War.  The most basic 

ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÔÅÎÁÎÔȭ ÉÓ Á ÓÙÎÏÎÙÍ ÆÏÒ ȬÒÅÎÔÅÒȭȢ  "ÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÌ 
War this is want it meant.  It was straightforward.  The major farms operated on two 
different economic and social paradigms.  The better land in the bottoms was 
farmed using slave labor.  Slave labor became unprofitable in Virginia, and in 1830 a 
subcommittee of the General Assembly lacked one vote getting a bill presented to 
the Assembly as a whole that outlawed slavery.  It was the invention of the cotton 
gin that breathed new life into that institution in Virginia.  While cotton was never 
grown commercially in the Commonwealth, selling slaves to the cotton belt in the 
Deep South returned slavery to profitability in Virginia.  Recall that the importation 
of slaves became unconstitutional in 1808.  

 
The edges of the bottomlands of the plantations were in the hills and 

mountains.  Slave labor just did not function well in these areas, so the planters 
rented these regions as small farms to tenants.  As an average statement, these 
tenants were from a different ethnic group than the planters.  They had significant 
lineage from the Spanish Moorish slaves of the Spanish colony in North Carolina and 
Tennessee.  The Spanish government had abandoned them in 1587 when that 
government withdrew to St. Augustine, Florida in anticipation of the planned 
invasion of England by the Spanish Armada the next year.  German pietists had 
intermarried extensively with these former Spanish slaves.  These pietists had major 
theological problems with slavery.  Of course, being former slaves themselves, the 
descendants of the Spanish Moors hated the institution itself.  Before the war broke 
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ÏÕÔȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ȬÔÅÎÁÎÔ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓȭ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÏÌÉÔÉÏÎÉÓÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ 
aboliÔÉÏÎÉÓÔ ÏÒÉÅÎÔÅÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȢ  !Ó ×ÁÒ ÂÒÏËÅ ÏÕÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ȬÎÉÇÈÔ 
ÒÉÄÅÒÓȭȟ ×ÈÏ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÓÌÁÖÅ Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÂÁÒÎÓȢ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
Union. 

 
These Moors had originated in the mountains of Morocco, and the southern 

mountains of Spain.  In the Appalachian area they instinctively settled in the most 
mountainous areas.  They did not farm in the same sense as the planters, but rather 
practiced a hunter-gather life style more similar to that of the Indians.  To be sure, 
they kept a cow or two, and a mule, and tilled enough corn and hay to get by, but 
they did not farm huge fields like the planters. 

 
Before the war, some of the tenants also worked as hired hands for the 

plantation owners, and in this capacity they labored in the fields with the slaves.  
Some tenants became wealthy enough to own slaves, themselves.  The psychological 
relationships between the tenant farmers and the slaves became very complex and 
contradictory.  There was much jealousy, as these two groups were competing with 
each other for a certain place in society. 

 
After the Civil War most of the slaves left.  The degree of willingness with 

which they did so varied greatly.  In some cases they left with enthusiasm.  In the 
cases of both the Duffs and the Fugates, the parting was done with some degree of 
regret.  The former Fugate slaves stayed in Rye Cove for a year before they moved to 
Rogersville, Tennessee.  With the removal of slave selling as the basis for viability of 
the institution in Virginia, the former slaves could not be fed by a continuation, even 
under a different economic system, on their former plantations.  Some of the former 
Duff slaves asked if they could stay, but were told to leave.  In some cases, their 
former owners offered them the choice to leave, or to stay as compensated farm 
labors.  This arrangement could take on different aspects of the tenant farmer, or of 
the sharecropper economic models.  In some cases, they even wound up owning the 
farms on which they had formerly been slaves.  In most cases, they left.   

 
With startling quickness, the role played by the departed slaves was assumed 

by the tenant farmers.  However, the economic relationship between the former 
ÐÌÁÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ï×ÎÅÒȟ ÎÏ× ÊÕÓÔ Á ȬÆÁÒÍÅÒȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÎÁÎÔ ÆÁÒÍÅÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ 
completely.  .Ï ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÔÅÎÁÎÔȭ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÒÅÎÔÅÒȟ ×ÈÏ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î 
decisions about what to do.  He moved onto the bottomland farms, often actually 
ÏÃÃÕÐÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÓÌÁÖÅȭÓ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȢ  (Å ÐÁÉÄ ÎÏ ÃÁÓÈ ÉÎ ÒÅÎÔȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
cash, but swapped his labor for a shack and a small stipend.  He lost his discretion 
ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÄÉÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÃÔÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÒÍÅÒȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȬÔÅÎÁÎÔȭ ÐÅÒÓÉÓÔÅÄȟ 
but he was no longer a renter. 

 
It should be noted that the economic arrangements between the hiring farm 

owner and the tenant farmer varied considerably, and were negotiable.  The tenants 
became very mobile, frequently changing locations annually.  They were so mobile 
that in later years the government classified them as migrant workers. 



 5 

 
There was always tension between these three classes.  Most interesting, and 

most often written about in scholarly articles, was the mindset of the tenant farmer 
class.  They often had been on opposite sides from their farmer bosses during the 
Civil War.  They changed locations very frequently, and their hunter-gather habits 
were deemed by their eÍÐÌÏÙÅÒÓ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÓÈÉÆÔÌÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÚÙȱȢ   

 
4ÈÅÉÒ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÃËÓ ÉÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ Á ȬÈÉÇÈÌÙ 

ÐÏÌÁÒÉÚÅÄ ÁÍÂÉÖÁÌÅÎÃÅȭȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÅÎÁÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÓÔ ÒÕÎÇ ÏÆ 7Èite society.  They 
had a psychological need to make it plain to everyone that they were superior to 
someone, and the only available candidates were the Blacks.  Much of the White 
against Black violence of the Jim Crow era came from the tenant farmer class.  On 
the other hand, their ancestors having been slaves once themselves, they had 
ÓÙÍÐÁÔÈÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ "ÌÁÃËÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȬÃÏ-ÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔȭ 
relationships with the Black Communities that was impossible for the former 
Planter class. 

 
It was important, during the era of the tenant farmer, to preserve the 

boundaries among the classes.  It would greatly upset a tenant farmer to be 
ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ Á ȬÈÉÒÅÄ ÈÁÎÄȭȟ ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȬÓÈÁÒÅ ÃÒÏÐÐÅÒȭȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ 
scholarly articles commit this sin.  A hired hand was beneath the tenant farmer.  He 
×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ×ÁÇÅÓ ÏÎ Á ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÁÓÉÓȢ  (Å ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÒÍȢ (Å 
worked only during the peak seasons of demand.  The typical wage in the post Civil 
War period for a hired hand to hoe corn from dawn to dusk was fifty cents and a 
lunch of cold cornbread and buttermilk.  A sharecropper most commonly lived in 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÔÔÏÎ ÂÅÌÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ɉÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓɊ "ÌÁÃËȢ  (Å ÌÉÖÅÄ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÒȭÓ 
farm, and was given the wherewithal to farm, such as seed and fertilizer.  He made 
his own decisions about farming, and at harvest he shared the fruits of his labor 
with his boss.  On the surface, this would seem to justify a higher status in the caste 
system than the tenant farmer, but such was not the case. 

 
The unspoken truth of the matter of animosity between the tenant farmer 

and the sharecropper was that these terms denoted not only different competing 
economic systems, but also a matter of skin color.  Caucasians of Spanish descent 
could be fairly dark complexioned, and were sometimes mistaken for mulattoes.  
Exceptions existed, but as a general statement tenant farmers were of some Spanish 
descent, and the sharecroppers more likely were Black. 

 
All these socioeconomic systems died a natural death in mid Twentieth 

Century.  It is the goal of this essay to assist in the understanding of how this society 
functioned in the Appalachian area. 

 
 

The Land Titles 
 



 6 

 The land title business in Southwest Virginia has been the purview of the 
First Families of Virginia ever since King George II had started the Loyal Company 
just before the French and Indian War.  The earlier the date of the land grant, and 
the higher the quality of the soil, or its location on prominent routes of travel, the 
more likely the owner was connected to the FFV.  Such is the case with the land that 
one day came to be the Fugate Farm. 
 
 Rye Cove was a highly sought after destination for several reasons.  It is karst 
land, which means that it lies on limestone.  Limestone is natural fertilizer, and the 
ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅ ÇÒÁÓÓ ȬÂÌÕÅ ÓÔÅÍȭ ɀ also called rye grass by the pioneers ɀ grew on karst in 
abundance.  The large wild game, such as buffalo, elk, and deer throve in such 
ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÐÁÓÔÕÒÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ Ô×Ï ÍÁÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 7ÁÒÒÉÏÒȭÓ 0ÁÔÈ ÔÒÁÖÅÒÓÅ 2ÙÅ 
Cove.   
 
 Rye Cove was so strategically located that it was first explored by members 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÉÁ ÇÁÒÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÔ 'ÌÁÄÅ (ÏÌÌÏ× &ÏÒÔ ÏÆ ,ÅÂÁÎÏÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ,ÏÒÄ $ÕÎÍÏÒÅȭÓ 7ÁÒ 
of 1774.  In 1776 it was fortified, and a series of great battles and protracted sieges 
were fought here.  Though the fort held, the Cove was evacuated later that year, and 
the area remained too dangerous for settlers to live in until after the Revolutionary 
War in 1783. 
 
 The first land grant of land (LO I-96) that was to be included in the Fugate 
Farm was awarded in 1783 to Robert Preston.  He is an outstanding example of the 
FFV buying up the best land early on.  Preston was one of the surveyors for the 
Loyal Company, which was the major owner of land west of the James River Valley.  
He also was surveyor for Washington and Montgomery Counties, of which Rye Cove 
was once a part.  He was related to the owners of the Salt Works at Saltville. 
 
 The next series of grants (LO Q-118, Q-116, Q-109, & P689) that were later to 
be included within the Fugate Farm were awarded to William Nash.  Virginia had 
several men of that name in that era, most were of the same family.  They were 
neighbors of Dr. Thomas Walker, the head of the Loyal Company; and of General 
*ÏÓÅÐÈ -ÁÒÔÉÎȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÒȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÅgion concerned is near the 
border between Culpepper and Orange County.  The William Nash of significance to 
the Fugate Farm likely was the IVth based on age.  He was awarded LO Q-118 as his 
settlement right, which he got because he held the position with the Loyal Company 
ÏÆ Ȭadjustor of patent ÔÉÔÌÅÓȭ ÆÏÒ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÁÎÄ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
important position was usually awarded to a well connected FFV, and such a person 
held significant power and prestige.  Certainly Nash picked for himself the best 
lands in Rye Cove, lands which straddled the Clinch Valley route of the Wilderness 
Road, especially the one that came to be used after wheeled vehicles began to travel 
it.  The dates of his tenure in Rye Cove are uncertain.  PrestÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÔȭÓ ÃÏÒÎÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÏÕÃÈÅÓ .ÁÓÈȭÓ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÅÄ ÉÎ ρχψς ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ .ÁÓÈ ÈÁÄ 
ȬÏÎÃÅ ÌÉÖÅÄȭ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ  %ÉÔÈÅÒ .ÁÓÈ ÈÁÄ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ 2ÙÅ #ÏÖÅ ÅÓÔÁÔÅȟ ÏÒ 
had left the region completely, and finished the process of buying his grants in 1785 
after he had left.  A William Nash got a grant near Lebanon in 1799 (LO 41-331), and 
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a person of the same name about the same time period got grants on Elk Horn 
Creek, Kentucky and in Tennessee.  He wound up in Missouri. 
 
 The Fugates, themselves, were well connected.  They had lived in Eastern 
Virginia for generations.  Colbert Fugate married Hannah, the daughter of Col. John 
4ÁÔÅ ÏÆ 4ÁÔÅȭÓ &ÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ "ÉÇ -ÏÃÃÁÓÉÎ #ÒÅÅËȢ  (Å 
held a court office in Russell County.  His brother Henry Tate was part owner of the 
Loyal Company.  Another brother was Thomas Tate, who bought LO 41-423, which 
became part of the Fugate Farm. 
 
 Colbert and Hannah had a child named Zachariah Fugate, and it was he that 
bought the land in Rye Cove from the unknown purchaser of the original land grants 
from Nash et al.  The Fugate Plantation House was built after the Fugates bought the 
property.  It has been added onto several times, with the style of the last addition 
being Greek Revival, which was popular from about 1850-1900. 
 
 :ÁÃÈÁÒÉÁÈȭÓ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÕÇÁÔÅ ÆÁÒÍ ÉÎ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
courthouses of Russell, Lee, or Scott Counties.  In his will there is an explanation that 
the county seats responsible for his land were changing too fast for him to bother 
with this formality.  In 1793 Lee County was formed from Russell, and then Scott 
County was formed in 1814. 
 
 The Virginia Land Grants on line from the Library of Virginia cast confusion 
on this standard genealogic story.  Land grant 22-487 was made in 1790 to one 
Zachariah Fugate.  This land grant is located on Big Moccasin Creek just south of 
TumÂÅÚ ÁÎÄ &ÕÇÁÔÅ (ÉÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ #ÏÌÂÅÒÔȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÏÐ ÏÆ "ÉÇ -ÏÃÃÁÓÉÎ 2ÉÄÇÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
grant was made just two years after Colbert and Hannah were married, and is the 
same year usually designated as the date of birth of Zachariah, the son of Colbert 
and Hannah.  It seems to be too much to believe that Zachariah, the owner of LO 22-
487, was not a close relative of Colbert, as they settled at about the same time in 
essentially the same place.  None of the available Fugate genealogies mention this 
Zachariah. 
 
 

The Fugates of Rye Cove 
 
 The First Fugate to move into Southwest Virginia was Colbert.  He had been 
born in Frederick County, Virginia in 1759, and had married a woman named 
Katherine.  She died at a time and place unknown, and Colbert begins to appear in 
the records of Russell County about 1780.  Col. John Tate had settled at the head of 
Big Moccasin Creek in 1772(19), and built a fort there in 1776 (13)Ȣ  4ÈÅ #ÏÌÏÎÅÌȭÓ 
brother was Henry Tate, who was part owner of the Loyal Company, the largest 
landowner in Southwest Virginia in the colonial period.  In 1788 Colbert married the 
daughter of Col. John Tate, Hannah.  In 1798 he got a land grant (LO 40-381), which 
he had had surveyed in 1795, for 100 acres on the head of Moccasin Creek.  They 
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soon built a house just downstrÅÁÍ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÁÔÅȭs Fort at Tumbez, north of Fugate Hill.  
Its description is as follows: 
 
ñThe home of Colbert & Hannah Fugate was built about 1786. Location near 

Tumbez, sixteen miles southwest of Lebanon, Russell County and about three 

quarters mi le east of the Russell - Scott Co. line on Route 513 west of Fugate's 

Hill. Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory of Russell County, 

Virginia of 1937 listed and described the home as one of the few original log 

houses remaining in Russell County, V irginia. Described as a two story double 

log home, with roof and shingles. Six rooms, four in the main portion, and two 

in the ell. The house was heated by large fireplaces in each room. Home is 

described as well - made. The house has a long porch on the wes t front and a 

smaller one in the rear of the building. There are two stone chimneys, one 

large central chimney and smaller one on the ell. The foundation of the house 

is of stone and underneath the house is a dug out cellar, with stone walls and 

an outside  entrance; the cellar has a dirt floor. The floors in the house are 

of oak plank about four inches wide. Hannah and Isaac and his family continued 

to reside in the house. It was sold after the death of Isacc's widow Jane in 

1905, and remains occupied as a home in 1985. ò (14)  

 
 &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔ #ÏÌÂÅÒÔȭÓ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÔÏÏË ÏÆÆȢ  (Å ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
Overseer of a section of road in Russell Co., Constable, Deputy Sherriff, Tax Collector, 
Road Surveyor, Levy Collector, and Member of the Virginia House of Delegates.  In 
1793 he received a bounty for having killed a wolf. 
 
 Colbert was the first Fugate to be connected with Rye Cove.  Colbert never 
lived in Rye Cove, but paid for a farm there for his son, Zachariah.  Rye Cove and the 
head of Big Moccasin Creek are the width of Clinch Valley apart.  The seller of the 
farm, John Gibson, Sr., had gotten a land grant just south of Rye Cove (LO 59-504) 
for 234 acres in 1810.  This grant touched the complex of grants to William Nash 
ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÉÂÓÏÎȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ noted elsewhere in this article.  It is not known 
whether Gibson had bought directly from Nash, or if there had been an intermediate 
owner.  Colbert became terminally ill in 1819, and wrote his will, an excerpt below 
tells the story of the sale of what was to become the Fugate Farm of today: 
 
ñI have given to my son Zachariah Fugate the plantation in Scott County which I 

purchased of James Gibson Sen. who did not convey the same previous to his 

death, some of his heirs have conveyed part of it to my said so n Zachariah & 

myself. It is my will and I hereby bequeath to my said son Zachariah the said 

plantation together with all the other property which I have advanced to him, 

and desire that a complete conveyance be made to him of the said land by the 

heirs and  representatives of the said Gibson, or if they all not make the said 

conveyance, that by a suit as ___ he compel them to do so. ò(8)  

 
 Colbert died later that year.  Zachariah, and his wife Susan Seymore, became 
ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ &ÕÇÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÙÅ #ÏÖÅ &ÕÇÁÔÅ ÆÁÒÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ςππ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÏÆ 
continuous family ownership that continues to this day.  However, legal title to that 
farm remained clouded until at least the time when he wrote his will, when he wrote 
a note of explanation saying that he had never found it convenient to have legally 
recorded his deed (15). 
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 Parallel confirmation of this circumstance is contained in the will of James 
Gibson dated 2-13-1819, and on file in Gate City, Virginia, and which states that John 
Gibson had sold 230 acres of his farm in Rye Cove to Colbert and Zachariah Fugate 
for $1,200(20). 
 
 The Fugates of today have been told that their Plantation House already 
existed when their family bought the farm.  The oldest architectural style involved in 
the house construction excludes this.   It likely was the place where Rufus B. Fugate, 
the son of Zachariah and Susan, was born in 1828.  As an adult he became Sherriff of 
Scott County in 1859 (4).  During the Civil War he became sgt. in the 25th Reg. Va. Cav. 
CSA (1)Ȣ  4ÈÉÓ ÕÎÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ 4ÒÉÇÇȭÓ "ÁÔÔÁÌÉÏÎ ɉ-ÏÕÎÔÅÄ 2ÉÆÌÅÓɊ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÔÉÓÁÎ 
Rangers.  Prior to July 6, 1864 it had been known as the 27th Reg. (5).  This unit is 
known to have been stationed in Scott, Green, and Page Counties, and to have 
participated in the 1862 invasion of Kentucky via Pound Gap under General 
Humphrey Marshall.  Later the unit was sent to Lee at Petersburg, but soon returned 
to Green Hill in Lee County, where they fought a campaign against Union 
partisans(6).  Ultimately they fought in the First Battle of Saltville. 
 
 While Rufus was away fighting for the Confederate Army, his wife Sarah Jane, 
had to run the plantation alone.  She moved the slaves into the house for 
protection (16).  She had the slaves build a cleverly designed secret compartment 
within the house to hide their food from foragers.  They constructed a false ceiling in 
the living room and hall, with a trap door to an upstairs bedroom, leaving a three 
foot high space.  Perversely, the soldiers that Sarah Jane had to protect her 
household from were the Confederate troops of Clarence Prentice, who were more 
or less permanently stationed in Lower Castlewood, tasked with the job of 
preventing Union invasion through the upper reaches of the Big Sandy River.  We 
ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Ȭ0ÒÅÎÔÉÃÅȭÓ "ÏÙÓȭ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒÓȟ ÁÓ 3ÃÏÔÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÄ 
any Federal troops in its borders.  Not only did they forage for themselves, but also 
to provide for the whore house that they maintained(18).  (see footnote at the end of 
this essay) 
 
 With the freeing of the slaves at the end of the Civil War, the former Fugate 
slaves remained voluntarily in Rye Cove for a year before moving to Rogersville, 
Tenn. 
 

 After Rufus, three generations of James Fugates lived in the Plantation House, 
before the present J. E. and wife Donna, and Charles and wife Ann ɀ each of whom 
pulled a stint living in their ancestral house. 
 
 The Plantation House has become the focal point for family reunions of both 
the White and the Black Fugates, the descendants of the former slaves(21). 
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THE FUGATE FARM LIES ROUGHLY IN THE CENTER OF THIS COMPLEX OF GRANTS, 

WHICH IS PRIMARILY THE GRANTS OF WILLIAM NASH 
 

LEGEND FOR MAP OF FUGATE FARM LAND GRANTS 
 

2%&2%.#%3 !2% 4/ 4(% 6)2').)! 34!4% ,)"2!29ȭ3 ,!.$ /&&)#% 2%#/2$3 

 
Q-118 ɀ to William Nash as his settlement right ɀ dated June 1, 1785 ɀ 400 acres 
 
Q-116 ɀ to William Nash as part of his preemption warrant ɀ dated June 1, 1785 ɀ 
465 acres 
 
Q-109 ɀ to William Nash as part of his preemption warrant ɀ dated June 1, 1785 ɀ 
343 acres 
 
P-689 ɀ to William Nash as part of his preemption warrant ɀ dated June 1, 1785 ɀ 
160 Acres 
 
41-423 ɀ to Thomas Tate ɀ Treasury warrant ɀ dated 1798 ɀ 534 acres 
 
I-96 ɀ to Robert Preston ɀ Treasury warrant ɀ dated 1783 ɀ 320 acres 
 
22-172 ɀ to Reuben Smith ɀ Treasury warrant ɀ dated 1780 ɀ 400 acres 
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PAGE #1 OF LO I-96 
TO ROBERT PRESTON 

1783 
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PAGE #2 OF LO I-96 
TO ROBERT PRESTON 
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TO ROBERT PRESTON 
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WILLIAM NASH 


